On  March  21,  Cesar  Aguilar  was 
drinking  a  beer  in  El  Social  Ballroom, 
a  chicano  nightspot,  when  two  off- 
duty  policemen  employed  by  the  club 
approached  him  and  attempted  to 
take  him  outside. 

"He  wasn't  passed  out.  He  wasn't 
drunk.  He  wasn't  bothering  anyone," 
said  Dolores  Martinez,  a  witness. 
"They  just  picked  him  up,  twisted  his 
arm  and  marched  him  outside." 

Aguilar  protested  that  he  wasn't 
doing  anything.  In  return  he  received 
a  fractured  skull  and  a  charge  of  as¬ 
sault  on  a  police  officer.  In  their  of¬ 
ficial  report,  the  police  stated  they 
were  attempting  to  remove  Aguilar, 
"who  had  passed  out  on  the  table." 
One  of  the  officers,  Charles  G.  Malone, 
said  that  Aguilar  kicked  and  punched 
him  several  times,  tore  his  shirt  and 
ripped  his  tie  off. 

Martinez  said  that  about  1 :30  a.m. 
a  man  named  "Phil"  came  to  the  table 
which  she  and  several  other  people 
were  sharing  with  Aguilar.  Phil  was 
drunk  and  passed  out  at  the  table. 
The  two  policemen  passed  by  the 
table,  noticed  Phil,  but  took  no  action. 

Shortly  afterwards,  two  other  men 
also  seated  at  the  table  helped  Phil 
outside  and  into  his  car.  The  cops 
then  returned  to  the  table  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  oust  Aguilar. 

When  asked  if  the  police  had  per¬ 
haps  mistaken  him  for  Phil,  Aguilar 
replied,  "Yeah,  maybe,  maybe"  — 
sounding  unconvinced  that  there  was 
any  rationality  in  the  cops'  actions. 


Aguilar's  mother,  Julia  Aguilar,  filed, 
a  formal  complaint  with  the  mayor's 
office  the  following  Tuesday,  charging 
that  her  son  was  pistol  whipped  with¬ 
out  provocation.  As  is  the  procedure 
with  such  complaints,  it  was  forward¬ 
ed  to  Police  Chief  Herman  Short's 
office  for  investigation. 

On  Wednesday,  March  31,  William 
G.  Aguirre,  representing  the  American 
Gl  Forum  (Aguilar  is  a  Vietnam  vet¬ 
eran),  appeared  before  Houston  City 
Council  to  press  the  complaint  fur¬ 
ther. 

By  this  time,  however.  Mayor  Louie 
Welch  had  received  the  report  from 
the  police  department  in  response  to 
Julia  Aguilar's  complaint.  Replying  to 
Aguirre's  testimony,  the  mayor  cited 
witnesses  who  had  given  the  police 
statements  to  the  effect  that  Aguilar 
was  resisting  the  officers  and  that  "he 
got  what  was  coming  to  him." 

Acting  on  a  separate  complaint, 
the  FBI  reportedly  made  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  incident.  But  as  of  April 
9,  the  U.S.  Attorney's  office  had  not 
received  the  FBI  report.  (The  FBI  is 
required  to  submit  reports  to  the  U.S. 
Attorney's  office  on  all  investigations 
it  conducts.)  When  contacted  by 
phone  on  April  8,  the  Bureau  would 
not  release  information  on  the  status 
of  the  investigation  or  even  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  such  an  investigation  was 
being  conducted. 

At  this  date  it  appears  that  the 
case  of  Cesar  Aguilar  will  come  to 
a  not  uncommon  end:  the  victim¬ 
ization  of  the  victim. 


SPACE  CITY!  VIEWPOINT 

Who  Polices 
The  Police? 


There  is  an  ancient  Roman  saying, 
the  sort  of  thing  they  used  to  inscribe 
on  the  portals  of  public  baths  and  the 
like:  Quis  Custodies  Custodiet?  Who 
Guards  the  Guardians?  Increasingly, 
Houstonians  are  asking  that  very  ques¬ 
tion.  Who  polices  the  police? 

The  March  28  raid  on  Milby  Park 
and  the  March  21  police  beating  of 
Cesar  Aguilar  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue)  are  two  recent  incidents 
which  indicate  that  the  Houston  po¬ 
lice  do  frequently  act  with  excessive 
force  and  with  discrimination  against 
racial  and  cultural  minorities. 

But  that's  no  news  to  the  people 
most  affected  by  such  police  actions. 
What  is  significant  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  two  incidents  is  that  there  was  no 
readily  available,  unbiased  agency  for 
investigating  charges  made  against  the 
police.  And  there  certainly  is  no  way 
to  assure  that  such  acts  will  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  occur. 

Complaints  against  the  Houston 
Police  Department  are  investigated  by 
the  police  department,  except  1)  when 
circumstances  exist  to  force  the  entry 
of  the  FBI  or  2)  when  a  case  appears 
sufficiently  interesting  to  attract  the 
attention  of  a  grand  jury. 

The  FBI  is  normally  reluctant  to 
enter  cases  which  might  result  in  the 
embarrassment  of  indictment  of  po¬ 
lice,  or  cases  which  they  choose  to 
define  as  strictly  local  in  nature.  This 
is  true  even  when  precedents  exist  for 
FBI  intervention.  The  Pacifica  bomb¬ 
ings,  and  the  difficulty  the  station  had 
in  obtaining  FBI  cooperation,  illus¬ 
trates  the  impracticality  of  this  route 
for  the  normal  citizen. 

Of  the  three  available  means  for 
handling  complaints,  the  grand  jury 
offers  the  most  hope  for  a  just  resolu¬ 
tion.  But  grand  juries  are  notoriously 
law  and  order  enforcers,  not  usually 
given  to  indicting  police  officers  and 
public  officials.  (The  Bobby  Joe 
Connors  case  is  remarkable  for  its 
singularity.)  Grand  juries  are  also 


untrained  in  investigative  techniques, 
often  naive  about  political  and  social 
conditions,  and  often  subject  to  man¬ 
ipulation  by  district  attorneys.  This 
latter  is  so  often  the  case,  in  fact, 
that  there  is  a  special  name  for  inde¬ 
pendent  juries  —  "runaway  grand 
juries." 

Two  alternatives  which  other  cities 
have  investigated  are  police  review 
boards  and  community  control  of  the 
police.  Police  review  boards  have  been 
instituted  in  several  major  cities.  Most 
suffer  from  the  same  handicaps  as 
grand  juries,  in  particular  a  too-exclu- 
sive  selection  process.  But  insofar  as 
the  boards  offer  an  opportunity  to 
publicly  sound  complaints  and  present 
evidence,  they  are  an  improvement 
over  the  secret  proceedings  of  grand 
jury. 

In  the  recent  Berkeley  city  elec¬ 
tions,  a  proposition  for  community 
control  of  the  police  was  defeated  by 
a  2-1  margin.  However,  during  the 
course  of  the  campaign,  radicals  pre¬ 
sented  a  comprehensive  and  workable 
program  for  establishing  community 
control,  in  itself  a  significant  step 
from  rhetoric  to  reality. 

An  introduction  to  the  proposition 
stated  that  the  community  control 
amendment  "can  be  the  first  step 
towards  real  democratic  change  in  city 
structure.  The  Amendment  is  special 
because  it  proposes  to  give  power  to 
the  people  instead  of  simply  making 
reforms  in  administrative  structure. 
The  essential  difference  between  Com¬ 
munity  Control  of  Police  and  other 
proposals  for  reform  is  the  element  of 
grassroots  democracy.  Rather  than 
trusting  the  officials  who  caused  the 
problems  in  the  first  place  to  now 
turn  around  and  solve  them,  commu¬ 
nity  control  would  place  power  in  the 
hands  of  grassroots  councils  of  ordin¬ 
ary  people,  involving  them  in  the  set¬ 
tling  of  their  most  fundamental 
problems." 

In  Houston  the  guardians  guard 
themselves.  It  doesn't  work.  It  is 
foolish  to  expect  it  to  work. 
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Same  Old  Song 


by  Dennis  Fitzgerald 

To  paraphrase  the  words  of  a  local  shopping  paper:  "Buy  a  newspaper  to 
read;  Read  a  Space  City!  to  get  shot."  Every  newspaper  should  have  a  motto  to 
stir  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  readers. 

In  the  wee  morning  hours  of  Friday,  April  9,  some  of  our  nightriders  made 
the  rounds  in  the  Montrose  area,  firing  numerous  steel  pellets  through  the  win¬ 
dows  and  glass  doors  of  the  Brazos  Street  News  Stand,  Texas  Rose  Cafe,  Water- 
beds  Unlimited  and  Impulsive  Waterbeds.  Several  hours  later  the  vandalized 
merchants  received  similar  phone  calls  —  "If  you  don't  stop  advertising  in  Space 
City!,  you'll  lose  more  than  just  a  window." 

A  fifth  and  apparently  related  pelleting  was  directed  against  the  Fern  House 
on  Bagby  St.  the  same  night.  In  the  last  issue  of  Space  City!  we  reported  on  the 
strike  at  the  Texas  Rose  and  mentioned  that  most  of  the  striking  workers  live  at 
Fern  House.  Apparently  the  criminals  couldn't  decide  which  side  of  the  dispute 
to  come  down  on,  so  they  took  no  chances  by  shooting  up  both  places. 

Ron  Jarvis  at  Brazos  St.  News  Stand  discovered  the  damage  when  he  arrived 
for  work  at  about  1 1  a.m.  He  called  the  police.  The  police  arrived,  took  his 
statement  and  left.  Ron  was  disappointed  that  they  didn't  attempt  any  sort  of 
investigation,  particularly  since  at  that  time  no  one  knew  what  had  caused  the 
damage. 

There  were  six  neat  "bullet"  holes  in  the  front  of  the  news  stand,  but  inside 
there  was  no  damaged  merchandise,  no  lodged  slugs  —  just  a  room  full  of 


splintered  glass.  It  was  as  if  the  bullets  had  disintegrated  as  they  passed  through 
the  glass.  "Graphite  bullets,"  someone  theorized. 

Later  an  employe  at  Water  Beds  Unlimited  found  a  small  silver  ball  bearing 
in  front  of  the  store.  Owner  Dan  Gerson  presented  this  to  police  who  matched 
the  pellet  against  a  hole  in  the  store's  window  and  decided  that  the  weapon 
must  have  been  some  kind  of  very  high  powered  slingshot. 

(A  few  of  our  right  wing  friends  seem  to  have  a  penchant  for  exotic  weapons. 
Last  year  one  of  them  brought  by  a  bowgun  and  saHed  a  steel-tipped  arrow  ^ 
through  Space  City's  front  door.  Such  weapons  may  sound  bizarre,  but  they  re 
not  funny.  They  are  deadly.  And  unlike  a  gun,  they  are  silent.) 

Gerson  asked  the  police  what  they  intended  to  do  with  the  pellet.  "You  can 
keep  it  as  a  souvenir,"  one  of  them  told  him,  handing  it  back.  (Yeah,  no  sense 
lugging  around  a  bunch  of  heavy  evidence.) 

So  who  did  it?  Well,  here's  a  quote  from  the  latest  Rat  Sheet,  released  last 
week  by  the  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan:  "Several  firms  here  in  Houston  have 
pledged  to  support  Space  City!  financially,  to  get  them  back  on  their  feet.  We'll 
have  more  on  this  in  a  later  issue." 

We  called  Frank  Converse,  Texas  Grand  Dragon  of  the  United  Klans  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  at  his  gun  shop  on  North  Main  St.  and  asked  him  what  he  thought  about  all 
this.  "I  do  not  ratify  this  Rat  Sheet,  but  I  do  not  condemn  it  either,"  he  replied 
conversely.  (The  Rat  Sheet  bears  Converse's  post  office  box  number  as  its  re- 
turn  address.) 

"You  should  understand,"  he  continued,  "I  do  not  have  full  control  over 
everyone  in  the  Klan.  There  are  differences.  There  are  splinter  groups.  I  would 
have  stopped  this  Rat  Sheet.  I  feel  it  was  not  necessary  to  use  the  type  of 

phrases  it  did  against  certain  people.  Whoever  did  write  it  stooped  to  the  same 
level  as  Space  City!  It  uses  the  same  type  of  tactics  as  Space  City!"  Converse 
said  that  a  meeting  of  state  Klan  officials  was  held  Thursday  night  and  that  the 
Rat  Sheet  was  discussed,  but  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  meeting. 

We  asked  him  what  he  thought  about  the  tactic  of  shooting  up  Space  Cityl's 
advertisers.  "I  don't  approve  of  that,"  he  replied.  "Klansmen  are  supposed  to 
respect  law  and  order.  There  are  people  not  connected  with  the  Klan  —  left  and 
right  —  who  would  go  out  and  do  things  like  this.  People  who  are  not  too  intel¬ 
ligent,  not  interested  in  government  affairs,  who  would  go  to  any  extremes."  If 
you  believe  Frank,  the  Klan  is  a  Saturday  night  study  group  whose  most  strenu¬ 
ous  activity  is  writing  irate  letters  to  public  officials. 

Vigilante  action  in  Houston  has  become  almost  as  much  a  part  of  the  city's 
image  as  the  Astrodome.  This  is  Boom  Town,  USA  —  where  one  side  always 
gives  it,  one  side  always  gets  it,  and  the  cops  always  look  puzzled. 

Well,  the  cops  don't  always  look  puzzled.  Sometimes  they  look  very  stern 
and  accuse  the  victims  of  doing  themselves  in.  For  that  kind  of  shrewd  detec¬ 
tive  work  they  actually  get  paid  money. 

But  the  funny  thing  is,  the  more  people  get  shot  up  and  bombed  and  pushed 
around,  the  madder  and  more  arbitrary  they  get.  Dan  Roumm  at  Impulsive 
Water  Beds  said,  "I  didn't  have  an  ad  for  the  next  issue  of  Space  City!  But  after 
this.  .  .  ."  Dan  bought  another  ad  (and  that's  only  one  of  the  reasons  they  call 
it  "Impulsive").  So  far  nobody  else  is  running  for  cover  either. 

Debby  Leonard,  Socialist  Workers  Party  candidate  for  mayor  and  the  target 
herself  of  some  Klan  venom,  said  that  recent  terrorist  attacks  have  only  served 
to  draw  socialist  and  liberal  organizations  and  individuals  closer  together.  "We 
know  each  other  now,"  she  said,  "and  we  aren't  going  to  continue  to  take  this 
sort  of  harassment  quietly."  She  said  that  all  of  the  records  and  files  of  the 
Criminal  Intelligence  Division  and  the  Arson  Squad  should  be  made  public;  "all 
the  facts  in  this  wave  of  bombings  and  vandalism  should  be  layed  before  the 
public  at  a  public  hearing." 

One  last  thing.  Over  here  at  Space  City!,  we've  found  that  when  you  get 
knocked  around  a  bit,  it  feels  really  good  to  have  folks  drop  by  and  tell  you  that 
they  like  what  you're  doing.  We're  thinking  that  maybe  the  folks  at  Brazos  St 
News  and  Texas  Rose  (2400  Brazos),  Fern  House  (2416  Bagby),  Impulsive 
Water  Beds  (201754  South  Shepherd)  and  Water  Beds  Unlimited  (1838  Westhei- 
mer)  could  use  a  little  friendly  support  right  about  now  —  if  you're  in  the 
neighborhood. 

see  stories  p.4&5 


Entrapment  Charged  In  TSU  Case 


Two  black  Texas  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity  students  were  recently  given  25 
years  for  possession  of  dynamite.  The 
prosecution  never  even  offered  test¬ 
imony  as  to  the  planned  use  of  the 
explosives. 

The  students,  Albert  McKinney, 
31,  and  Frank  James  Hunt  Jr.,  22, 
were  convicted  and  sentenced  by  a 
jury  in  Judge  E.  B.  Duggan's  court. 
A  third  TSU  student,  Blondella  James, 
22,  failed  to  appear  for  the  trial  and 
has  since  been  placed  on  the  Sheriff 
Department's  most  wanted  list. 

The  dynamite  was  purchased  from 
Allen  Titel,  an  employe  of  South¬ 
western  Pipe  Company.  Titel  report 


edly  informed  the  Fort  Bend  County 
sheriff's  office  after  receiving  a  call 
about  possible  purchase  of  the  ex¬ 
plosives. 

Bobby  Caldwell,  attorney  for  the 
two,  has  labelled  the  whole  thing  a 
clear  cut  case  of  entrapment.  Cald¬ 
well  told  Ron  Young,  of  Space  City! 
that  "Lt.  (Joseph  Singleton)  and  the 
entire  Criminal  Intelligence  Division 
of  the  Houston  Police  Department, 
the  CID  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Safety  and  the  Sheriff's  Department 
ail  worked  together  and  advised  this 
man  to  sell  dynamite  in  order  that 
these  people  would  be  captured." 

Caldwell  and  his  collegues  pointed 


out  that  Titel  in  fact  could  himself 
have  been  arrested  for  selling  the  dyn¬ 
amite,  but  was  not  "because  he  sold  it 
under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Singleton." 

"Instead  of  taking  action  to  sup¬ 
press  the  selling  of  the  dynamite,  they 
took  action  to  encourage  and  assist 
and  almost  force  the  selling  of  the 
dynamite." 

The  students  were  political  activists 
at  TSU.  Caldwell  said  the  prosecution 
tried  to  submit  as  evidence  their 
political  activities  "at  least  150  times" 
during  the  trial,  but  were  always  over- 
rulled  by  the  judge.  Neverless,  the 
ideas  were  successfully  planted  in  the 
jurors'  minds.  The  defense  attempted 
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in  vain  to  gain  a  mistrial. 

As  the  Forward  Times  put  it,  pro¬ 
secutor  Warren  White  "skillfully  had 
the  jurors  picturing  rebelling  students 
rioting,  looting,  and  bombing.  Evident¬ 
ly  his  plan  worked.” 

Caldwell  said  this  is  a  case  the 
community  should  rally  around  be¬ 
cause  he  thinks  it  is  a  technique  that 
could  be  used  more  in  the  future.  He 
compared  it  to  entrapment  with  mari¬ 
juana,  as  in  the  case  of  Lee  Otis 
Johnson. 

"Support  these  people,  because  to¬ 
morrow  it  could  be  any  of  us." 
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'The  vulgar  Space  City!  (formerly  Space  City  News)  hippie-type  newspaper 
filth  sheet  of  Houston  recently  ceased  publication;  with  its  death  came  cheers  of 
delight  from  the  community's  decent  citizens,  who  have  become  irate  with  that 
paper's  degeneracy,  and  with  the  adverse  effects  it  has  had  on  the  youth  of  our 
city.  "During  the  past  year  it  has  become  common  knowledge  that  the  Space 
City!  paper  was  published  by  Forward  Times  (Jungle  News),  4411  Almeda-ln- 
The-Third  Ward,  ph.no.  526-4727,  a  paper  which  also  put  out  an  underground 
jungle  bunny  rag  circulated  at  Texas  Southern  University. 

"Let  us  examine  the  activities  of  some  of  the  undesirables  who  complement¬ 
ed  Space  City!'s  staff,  symps,  and  associates.  KBI  (Klan  Bureau  of  Investigation) 
leads  give  the  RAT  SHEET  reason  to  believe  that  these  misfits,  biocruds,  and 
outpourings  of  a  cesspool,  are  now  using  their  money  to  stockpile  arms  and 
ammunition  with  which  to  instigate  a  revolution."  Rat  Sheet,  April,  1970 
(meaning  1971),  distributed  by  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  Houston. 

"Now  a  new  'Rat  Sheet'  has  come  to  our  home.  This  last  'Rat  Sheet'  has 
really  depressed  and  amazed  me.  I  cannot  understand  people  in  our  supposedly 
enlightened  world  being  so  saturated  in  hatred  and  animosity,  and  so  very 
venomous  and  destructive  in  their  attacks  —  and  their  self-proclaimed  piety  — 
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Here  are  the  infamous  Dreyer  rats. 
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against  individuals  and  races  -  with  their  distorted  accusations."  Margaret  Webb 
Dreyer,  operator  of  local  art  gallery  and  mother  of  Space  City  staff  member 
Thorne  Dreyer,  speaking  before  Houston  City  Council,  April  7. 

"There  are  some  pertinent  facts  to  be  considered  regarding  the  illustrious 
background  of  one  of  the  more  significant  characters  serving  as  editor  and  writer 
for  that  infamous  rag,  one  Thorne  Dreyer.  Now  here's  a  rat  if  there  ever  was 
one!"  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

"In  their  latest  journalistic  endeavor,  full  of  sparkling  metaphor,  they  have 
attacked  me,  my  family,  the  newspaper  which  I  help  to  publish,  and  other 
Houstonians  whose  political  leanings  happen  to  fall  left  of  William  Buckley." 
Thorne  Dreyer,  at  city  council,  A  pril  7. 

"If  the  name  sounds  familiar,  look  for  the  most  ultra-lib  or  leftist-slanted 
article  the  Houston  Chronicle  has  to  offer  in  its  Texas  Magazine.  Remember  'It's 
A  Drag'  in  the  March  7th  issue?  This  piece  of  hack  boasted  of  left-wing 
activities  and  decayed  morals  of  some  of  the  students  attending  University  of 
Texas,  Austin.  Writer  Martin  Dreyer.  Yep,  father  of  our  little  Thorne.  This  may 
partially  explain  the  Chronicle's  biased  and  slanted  views."  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

"I  feel  that  the  Klan's  shrill  attack  on  me,  its  attempt  to  intimidate  me  in  my 
writ  ngs  for  the  Chronicle,  is  an  attack  on  the  freedom  of  the  press. 

"This  is  certainly  true  as  the  Klan  also  shoots  its  venom  at  Space  City!, 
Pacifica  and  other  media."  From  statement  by  Martin  Dreyer,  read  by  wife 
Margaret  at  city  council. 

"Houston's  mayor  Louie  Welch,  and  the  Town  Dads,  who  .  .  .  are  now  out 
planning  —  along  with  the  federal  government  HUD  program  —  the  erection  of 
numerous  'low  cost'  housing  projects  in  the  Northside  of  our  city  .  .  .  This 
appears  to  be  Welch's  way  of  participating  in  the  massive  mongrel  ization  and 
disentegration  campaign  which  Nixon's  HEW  wants  so  badly  .  .  .  the  finger 
points  right  at  Louie  Welch,  but  would  we  dare  to  call  the  mayor  of  Houston  a 
rat?"  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

"I  would  rather  be  called  a  rat  by  that  group  then  any  group  I  can  think  of." 
Louie  Welch,  mayor  of  Houston,  at  city  council. 

"They  have  even  picked  on  Mayor  Louie  Welch,  who  I'm  quite  sure  is 
squirming  at  the  company  with  which  he's  been  placed."  Thorne  Dreyer. 

"Debbie  (Leonard,  SWP  mayoral  candidate)  is  linked  with  the  women's 
liberation  movement  and  is  a  staunch  advocate  of  legislation  for  the  Texas 
Abortion  Coalition's  'legallized  child  murder'  proposition.  A  hard  core  leftist 


Irate  C  itizens  D  emand 

City  Action  On  Klan 


Mayor  Louie  Welch  joined  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
and  Space  City!  in  "absolute  in¬ 
dignation"  last  week  over  the  latest 
"Rat  Sheet"  bulletin  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

The  mayor  was  unfavorably  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  April,  1971,  sheet  along 
with  Thorne  Dreyer  of  Space  City!, 
Dreyer's  parents,  Debby  Leonard  and 
others  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
plus  a. number  of  liberal  Houstonians. 

Three  angry  persons  attacked  in 
the  "Rat  Sheet"  appeared  before  the 
Houston  City  Council  last  Wednesday 
to  complain  about  the  publication, 
issued  by  mail  the  day  before. 

Debby  Leonard,  SWP  candidate  for 
mayor,  challenged  the  Klan  to  a 
public  debate  with  the  party. 

Leonard  and  other  SWP  members 
have  appeared  frequently  before  the 
city  council  to  request  public  hear¬ 
ings  on  right-wing  terrorist  activities. 
The  SWP  headquarters  at  3806  Wheel¬ 
er  was  damaged  by  a  pipe  bomb 


several  weeks  ago. 

The  council  also  heard  from  Margar¬ 
et  Webb  Dreyer,  owner  of  Dreyer 
Galleries,  4713  San  Jacinto.  A  long¬ 
time  opponent  of  the  Vietnam  war, 
Mrs.  Dreyer  said  that  her  gallery  had 
been  the  object  of  terrorist  assaults  in 
the  past.  She  also  read  a  statement 
from  her  husband,  Martin  Dreyer  of 
the  Houston  Chronicle,  stating  that 
the  attack  in  the  "Rat  Sheet"  on 
various  Houston  media  representatives 
"is  an  attack  on  the  freedom  of  the 
press." 

The  Dreyers'  son  Thorne,  of  Space 
City!,  asked  the  council  why  the  Klan 
itself  has  not  been  held  suspect  for 
numerous  incidents  of  "vigilante 
terrorism"  considering  the  inflamat- 
ory  literature  the  Klan  publishes. 

Copies  of  the  "Rat  Sheet"  were 
distributed  in  the  council  chamber. 
The  mayor  said  that  he  had  not 
previously  seen  a  copy  of  the  sheet 
but  that  he  felt  it  was  one  of  the 
"filthiest  pieces"'  he  had  ever  read.  He 
said  he  joined  others  mentioned  in  the 


publication  in  their  "absolute  in-, 
dignation." 

Welch  later  said,  however,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  the  council  could 
take  any  action  against  the  "Rat 
Sheet."  He  said  he  doubted  that  he 
had  any  authority  over  literature  "on 
the  extreme  right  or  the  extreme  left," 
adding  that  he  didn't  think  he  wanted 
such  authority. 

He  said  he  would  rather  not  give 
the  publication  more  comment  than 
it  deserved.  "Everyone  all  over  town 
will  be  wanting  a  copy,"  Welch  said. 

The  "Rat  Sheet"  is  an  anonymous, 
possibly  libelous  and  truly  under¬ 
ground  publication  distributed  in¬ 
frequently  and  irregularly  by  an 
organization  identifying  itself  as  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan.  This  particular  issue 
did  give  an  address,  P.0,  box  16312, 
Houston,  77022.  This  address  belongs 
to  Frank  Converse,  Grand  Dragon  of 
the  Texas  United  Klans  of  America 
and  owner  of  the  Airline  Gun  Shop. 
Converse,  however,  denies  any  con¬ 
nection  with  the  sheet. 


(See  related  story  this  issue.) 
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Frank  Converse,  head  of  Texas  Klan 
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and  a  proponent  of  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  (sounds  sort  of  queer  to  us), 
Debbie  is  said  to  engage  in  unnatural  and  quite  shocking  sex  acts  with  other 
worsen  (?)  of  the  liberation  movement  in  Houston."  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

"Read  their  sniggering,  sexist  attack  on  Debby  Leonard  .  .  ."  Thorne 
Dreyer. 

"WHY  PREPARE  NOW?  For  the  thousands  of  white  women  and  girls  who 
have  already  been  raped  in  their  own  beds  by  invading  negroes  and  on  the 
streets  by  gangs  of  blacks  in  the  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave  .  .  .  For 
the  thousands  of  American  citizens  whose  lives  have  already  been  ruined  de¬ 
pending  on  the  degree  of  afflictions  these  savages  desired  to  inflict  .  .  .  The 
negro  inflamed  with  hatred,  dope  and  ritual  has  recognized  no  law  but  that  of 
the  jungle  and  the  Mau  Mau."  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

.  .Read  their  savage  racist  diatribe  against  black  people  and  their 
suggestion  that,  somewhere  among  us,  the  anti-Christ  is  behind  the  whole  thing. 
Read  their  only  thinly-veiled  calls-to-arms  against  the  'misfits,  biocruds,  and 
outpourings  of  a  cesspool.  .  .'  "  Thorne  Dreyer. 

"When  she  (Debbie  Leonard)  was  accused  of  accessory  to  the  left's  blowing 
up  of  their  own  building  for  the  sake  of  publicity  and  asked  if  she  would  submit 
to  a  polygraph  test,  she  refused  to  do  so.  We  don't  blame  her."  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

",  .  .  And  then  tell  us  that  the  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  should  not  at 
least  be  held  suspect  in  the  assault  of  vigilante  terrorism  which  we  have  faced. 

"...  I  think  people  should  read  the  latest  Rat  Sheet  and  then  tell  us,  to  our 
faces,  that  we've  been  bombing  ourselves."  Thorne  Dreyer. 

"Certainly  a  city  with  the  sources  and  expertise  of  Houston  can  do  as  good  a 
job  of  discouraging  this  kind  of  terrorism  as  it  can  do  in  apprehending  and  in¬ 
carcerating  unpopular  Blacks,  'hippies'  and  civil  rights  leaders.  I  join  the  persons 
present  today  with  their  demand  for  the  right  of  freedom  from  fear  of  the  un¬ 
democratic  rednecks  who  should  not  be  allowed  the  freedom  to  harass."  Rev. 
William  Lawson  of  Wheeler  Ave.  Baptist  Church,  statement  releaseu  at  news 
conference  after  city  council  meeting. 

"I  suggest  that  our  law  enforcement  officials  investigate  this  subversive 
organization  that  dares  not  show  its  face  and  that  they  also  take  a  good  look  at 
its  libelous  Rat  Sheet."  Martin  Dreyer. 

"Vile  wonder  why  this  terrorism  —  as  well-documented  as  it  is  by  now  —  can 


flourish  as  perennial  as  the  azaleas,  with  no  investigation  of  the  right  wing 
coming  forth  from  any  official  sources. 

"But  then,  ours  is  not  to  wonder  why  .  .  ."  Thorne  Dreyer. 

"I  think  that  it  is  ironic  that  they  call  themselves  patriots,  when  I,  in  fact, 
fit  their  credentials  for  patriotism,  since  my  ancestors  on  both  sides,  including 
the  elder  Wade  Hampton,  fought  in  the  American  Revolution.  And  instead,  I 
am  eligible  for  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  .  .  . 

"But  this  is  not  my  concept  of  patriotism.  To  me  patriotism  is  being  concern¬ 
ed  about  my  fellow  man.  In  fact  I  consider  my  opposition  to  the  war  in 
Vietnam  to  be  an  expression  of  my  patriotism."  Margaret  Webb  Dreyer. 

"There  are  over  145  million  White  Christians  in  the  United  States  and  we  are 
not  as  asleep  as  you  think  we  are. .  .  . 

"Next  issue:  'Guns  and  Ammunition  for  Protection'."  Klan  Rat  Sheet. 

"I  call  for  a  full  investigation  of  these  dangerous  cowards  hiding  behind 
night-hoods  with  firearms."  Margaret  Webb  Dreyer. 

"I  would  rather  be  called  a  rat  by  that  group  than  any  group  I  can  think  of." 
Mayor  Welch. 


Mayor  Refuses  To  Endorse 


People’s  Peace  Treaty 


Anti  war  activity  in  Houston  accel¬ 
erated  last  week,  with  local  organiza¬ 


tions  preparing  for  the  nation-wide 
demonstrations  later  this  month  and 
in  early  May. 

The  May  demonstrations  mark  the 
anniversary  of  the  1970  invasion  of 
Cambodia  and  the  subsequent  student 
uprising. 

On  April  7,  representatives  of  the 
Vietnam  Action  Project  and  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Committee  to  End  the  War  pre¬ 
sented  Mayor  Louie  Welch  and  the 
Houston  City  Council  with  a  copy  of 
the  People's  Peace  Treaty.  The  Peace 
Treaty  is  a  document  negotiated  by 
members  of  the  National  Student  As¬ 
sociation  with  North  and  South  Viet¬ 
namese  student  organizations,  and  is 
a  highly  workable  program  for  a  peace¬ 
ful  solution  to  the  Indochina  war. 

The  mayor  —who  recently  returned 
from  delivering  Houston  POW  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  North  Vietnamese  dele¬ 
gation  at  the  Paris  Peace  talks  -  said 
that  the  City  Council  —  which  had 
just  passed  a  resolution  commending 
Pres.  Nixon's  decision  to  review  the. 
final  military  judgement  of  Lt.  William 
Calley  —  could  not  act  on  the  peace 
proposal.  Welch  said  that  the  Council 


had  "no  municipal  jurisdiction"  in 
matters  of  foreign  policy. 

Welch  was  later  questioned  closely 
by  the  news  media  about  the  Calley 
resolution.  When  asked  if  such  a  reso¬ 
lution  is  within  the  purview  of  the 
Council,  the  mayor  replied  that  "the 
Council  can  pass  any  kind  of  resolution 
it  wants."  When  asked  why  the  Calley 
case  was  within  the  city's  jurisdiction 
and  the  Peace  Treaty  was  not,  Welch 
replied  that  the  latter  dealt  with 
foreign  policy  matters,  and  that 
"Calley  is  an  American." 

Students  at  the  University  of  St. 
Thomas  passed  the  nine-point  People’s 
Peace  Treaty  at  a  referendum  during 
student  elections  last  week.  Two  days 
of  speeches,  panel  discussion  and 
films  will  culminate  in  a  campus-wide 
vote  on  the  treaty  April  15  at  Rice 
University.  (See  Space  In  for  details 
on  activities  at  Rice  April  13-14.) 


Time  is  Running  Out,  a  film  on 
Vietnam,  will  be  shown  at  7  p.m., 
April  13  in  the  Chemistry  Lecture  Hall 


at  Rice  University;  at  noon,  April  14, 
University  Center,  University  of  Hous¬ 
ton;  and  at  8  p.m.,  April  15,  at  Of  Our 
Own,  University  and  Kirby.  The  film 
shows  footage  of  anti-war  demonstra¬ 
tions  by  students  and  veterans  in 
Saigon.  It  is  being  distributed  nation¬ 
ally  by  a  Washington-based  group 
called  the  May  Day  Tribe  as  an  organi¬ 
zing  tool  for  the  May  actions  in 
Washington. 


If  you  missed  the  Peace  Day  in 
Hermann  Park  Sunday,  where  people 
met  and  talked  about  the  war,  the 
Peace  Treaty  and  local  actions  for  May, 
you  might  want  to  catch  another  anti¬ 
war  rally  in  Hermann  Park  at  2  p.m. 
this  Saturday,  April  17.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Student  Mobilization 
Committee,  Papel  Chicano,  Welfare 
Rights  Organization  and  the  United 
Farm  Workers  will  talk.  There  will 
also  be  some  anti  war  veterans  on 
hand. 

For  more  information,  see  the  cal¬ 
endar  on  the  back  page  of  this  issue, 
or  call  the  Peace  Center,  227-4700. 
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(Jeff  Jones  is  the  out-going  presid¬ 
ent  of  the  Students  Association  at 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin .) 

Austin  -  We  do  things  big  here  is 
Texas.  Especially  scandals.  Take  Billie 
Sol  Estes,  or  the  Sharpstown  State 
Bank  affair,  to  mention  two  of  the 
most  memorable.  Where  else  but 
Texas  could  a  mere  university  ad¬ 
ministrator  get  a  million  dollar  man¬ 
sion  built  in  his  honor? 

Texas'  latest  boondoggle  is  Frank 
Erwin's  baby:  it's  called  the  Bauer 
House. 

Originally,  the  house  being  built 
for  University  of  Texas  Chancellor 
Dr.  Charles  LeMaistre  was  not  suppos¬ 
ed  to  cost  a  million;  figures  quoted 
were  more  like  $177,000.  But  there 
was,  let  us  say,  some  behind-the- 
scenes  hanky  panky. 

Unfortunately  for  the  UT  Regents, 
though,  a  group  of  law  students,  the 


the  non-students,  street  people  and 
drug  dealers  that  inhabit  the  area 
west  of  the  UT  campus,  because  they 
give  the  university  a  "bad  image." 
He  urged  a  clean-up  campaign  to  re¬ 
place  the  substandard  student  housing 
with  something  more  attractive  —  pre¬ 
sumably  modern  high  rises. 

It  was  a  week  after  this  speech  that 
the  Daily  Texan  started  looking  into 
the  Chancellor's  living  conditions.  Or 
Feb.  25,  the  Texan  printed  a  cost 
breakdown  on  the  Bauer  House.  It 
totaled  $734,000  before  overhead  and 
profit. 

The  Austin  American  newspaper 
released  a  list  of  the  Bauer  House 
furnishings.  They  included  antique 
furniture  worth  $150,000,  one  $5, 
000  bedroom  rug,  8Vi  bathrooms,  a 
kitchen  containing  three  sinks,  two 
stoves,  two  dishwashers,  an  elevator 
(it's  a  two-story  house!),  an  intercom 
system,  three  fireplaces,  14  tele¬ 
phones,  a  built-in  bar  in  the  library, 


records"  concerning  the  Bauer  House. 


The  Legal  Research  Project  pointed 
out  that  there  were  no  competitive 
bids  taken  on  the  house,  as  is  required 
by  law.  And,  they  claim,  that  is  only 
one  of  16  infractions  of  state  law 
committed  by  the  Board  of  Regents 
concerning  the  three  acre  Bauer  House. 

On  Friday,  March  12,  several  sign¬ 
ificant  events  occurred.  First,  Deputy 
Chancellor  Walker  refused  to  divulge 
the  name  of  the  "anonymous  donor" 
to  the  Senate  subcommittee.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  Board  of  Regents  met  in 
Austin  and  remained  in  executive' 
session  for  five  hours. 

At  1  p.m.,  several  thousand  stu¬ 
dents  assembled  on  the  UT  main  mall, 
in  full  view  of  the  Regents.  The 
students  demanded  that  the  Regents 
should  not  be  advocating  a  tuition 
hike  in  the  legislature  if  they  have  a 


In  a  move  designed  to  take  them¬ 
selves  off  the  hook,  the  Regents  met 
March  27  and  returned  the  $600,000 
gift  to  the  donor,  and  denounced  the 
Daily  Texan  and  the  Legal  Research 
Project  for  costing  the  University 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  private 
donations. 

Ted  Siff  of  the  Legal  Research 
Project  was  refused  permission  to 
speak  before  the  Regents.  He  con¬ 
tended  that  the  decision  to  give  the 
money  back  violated  the  Texas  con¬ 
stitution.  If  the  money  was  formally 
accepted  on  March  12,  as  Erwin  con¬ 
tended,  then  it  automatically  went  in¬ 
to  the  University  fund,  Siff  said.  And 
it  could  not  then  be  "returned"  since 
it  was  officially  University  property. 

We  should  remember  that  the 
Bauer  House  is  no  isolated  incident. 
The  University  of  Texas  Board  of 
Regents  —  all  business  men  and 
women  —  exercise  absolute  control 
over  land  leases,  purchases  and  sales, 
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Legal  Research  Project,  did  a  study 
on  the  Bauer  House  and  discovered 
some  amazing  things. 

The  first  fact  brought  to  light  was 
the  difference  between  the  estimated 
cost  and  the  final  bill,  a  discrepancy 
of  a  cool  $700,000.  About  a  week 
later  Frank  Erwin,  now  ex-chairman 
of  the  board,  claimed  a  gift  of  $600, 
000  came  from  a  Texas  foundation 
that  wished  to  remain  anonymous. 
The  Vice-Chancellor,  E.  D.  Walker, 
refused  three  times  to  tell  a  Texas 
$enate  subcommittee  where  the  extra 
money  came  from.  Walker  and  Erwin 
claim  they  alone  know  the  source. 

There  have  been  probes,  senate 
hearings  and  lots  of  spadework  done 
by  reporters  for  the  UT  student  news¬ 
paper,  the  Daily  Texan,  but  the 
"anonymous  doner"  has  yet  to  be 
found. 

To  start  at  the  beginning,  the 
Board  of  Regents  announced  they  had 
razed  an  existing  house  (valued  at 
$157,000)  and  were  erecting  a  new 
one  worth  $350,000  in  its  place.  But 
the  Legal  Research  Project  looked 
into  the  matter  and  discovered  all 
sorts  of  irregularities. 

The  contract  with  a  builder  was  an 
oral  agreement;  the  Regents  had  only 
appropriated  $177,000,  whereas  an 
architecture  committee  composed  of 
UT  students  and  faculty  estimated 
the  cost  would  be  $700,000. 

Legal  and  technical  rhetoric  aside, 
the  Board  of  Regents  spent  $1  million 
on  a  house  for  Chancellor  LeMaistre, 
who  attained  his  high  position  pri¬ 
marily  because  he  was  Regent  Chair¬ 
man  Erwin's  private  physican. 

LeMaistre  recently  made  a  speech 
to  the  Austin  Lions  Club  denouncing 


electronically  operated  doors  for  the 
four-car  garage,  an  air-conditioned 
and  heated  greenhouse,  an  air-con¬ 
ditioned  pool  house  with  two  bath¬ 
rooms,  a  guest  house  with  two  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  bathrooms,,  and  a  kitchen 
—  and  that's  just  part  of  the  list. 

But,  despite  all  this  incriminating 
evidence,  the  official  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  (March,  1969)  show 
that  the  Regents  had  allocated  $163, 
000  from  the  Permanent  University 
Fund  for  Bauer  House.  Even  the 
Austin  American  could  understand 
that  somewhere  along  the  line  it  was 
decided  to  build  a  mansion,  without 
bothering  to  have  the  money  appro¬ 
priated.  The  State  Senate  appointed  a 
fact-finding  committee  to  look  into 
the  matter. 

Frank  Erwin  was  called  before  this 
committee  March  4.  He  disclosed  that 
the  furnished  Bauer  House  would  cost 
approximately  $907,000.  But  he 
claimed  it  was  being  financed  entirely 
by  private  funds.  "There  is  not  now 
and  there  will  not  be  a  single  dollar 
of  state  or  University  money  spent  in 
the  construction  and  furnishing  of  this 
valuable  University  and  state  re¬ 
source." 

Erwin  claimed  that  $600,000  had 
been  donated  by  a  "Texas  foundation 
which  wished  to  remain  unidentified." 
Of  course,  there  was  no  way  to  prove 
that  this  gift  money  ever  actually 
existed. 

The  next  thing  everyone  asked  was, 
which  foundation?  Why  should  any 
foundation  give  UT  $600,000  to  build 
a  house  for  the  Chancellor?  Erwin 
publically  stated  that  all  non-approp- 
riated  University  funds  used  on  con¬ 
struction  had  been  "fully  repaid"  by 
the  gift,  which  was  received  on  Feb. 
28.  The  Texan,  and  everyone  else, 
were  denied  access  to  the  "public 


million  dollars  for  one  man's  house. 
The  rally  broke  up  at  1:30  p.m.,  and 
reconvened  outside  the  walls  of  Bauer 
House  where  speakers  decried  the 
current  attempt  to  cut  welfare  pay¬ 
ments  and  to  raise  tuition  at  state 
universities.  Standing  in  front  of  a 
million  dollar  mansion  protected  by 
numerous  police,  many  of  us  could 
feel  in  our  guts  the  thoroughly  insane 
system  of  priorities  in  this  state. 

Later  that  night  Chairman  Erwin 
was  honored  at  a  dinner  held  at  the 
Municipal  Auditorium.  It  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  such  luminaries  as  Lyndon 
Johnson  and  Preston  Smith.  Some 
1 ,200  prominent  Texans  were  there  to 
praise  Frank  for  the  way  he  had  run 
the  UT  system  for  the  last  six  years. 
About  150  demonstrators  taunted 
them  as  they  entered.  Somebody  put 
a  homemade  stink  bomb  in  the  venti¬ 
lation  system,  but  it  failed  to  ignite. 
Daily  Texan  reporters  were  banned 
from  the  banquet. 

The  Board  of  Regents  met  that 
Friday  and  appropriated  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  original  $163,000 
estimated  cost  and  the  project  $907, 
700  to  be  spent  on  the  already  com¬ 
pleted  Bauer  House.  Indeed,  the  tax¬ 
payers  of  Texas,  and  not  some  "an¬ 
onymous  foundation,"  were  going  to 
pay  for  this  mansion. 

On  Monday,  March  22,  Erwin  was 
summoned  before  the  Senate  Sub¬ 
committee  and  again  refused  to  dis¬ 
close  the  name  of  the  $600,000  donor. 
He  testified  that  there  was  nothing 
immoral  about  his  having  sollicited 
private  donations  to  build  state-owned 
institutions.  It  was  just  a  case  of  "bad 
political  judgement."  When  one  senat¬ 
or  questioned  the  wisdom  of  spending 
a  million  bucks  on  a  Chancellor's 
home,  Erwin  actually  replied,  "The 
thing  was  done  as  inexpensively  as  it 
could  have  been." 


and  construction  contracts  in  the  UT 
system  —  and  so  it  is  only  natural  that 
the  friends  of  these  people  should 
make  huge  profits  each  year.  Some 
are  made  legally;  others  probably  are 
not. 

As  I  write  this,  the  University  is 
beginning  construction  of  a  three 
block  long,  three  foot  high  wall  on  the 
west  side  of  campus.  The  wall  has  no 
function  —  it  is  purely  decorative.  It 
is  being  built,  just  for  the  hell  of  it,  at 
a  cost  of  $600,000. 

Yes  indeed,  the  Board  of  Regents  is 
building  a  university  of  the  first  class 
—  even  if  its  most  outstanding  pro¬ 
fessors  have  resigned  during  the  last 
year  in  protest  of  the  actions  of  the 
Regents.  With  e  $1  million  Chan¬ 
cellor's  house  and  a  $600,000  wall, 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin 
must  certainly  be  counted  among  the 
nation's  most  extraordinary  educat¬ 
ional  institutions. 


ASTROLOGY 

Natal  (and/or  profrcaaad)  charts 
available  by  appointment,  -so 
Tarot  reaitinm 

E.F  Lacy  III  402 6  hut  town! 

660-3107 


HAVE  CHILDREN  WHEN 
YOU  WANT  THEMI 
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Planned  Parenthood  Center 
3612  Travis  St. 

Phone:  523-7419 

All  types  of  birth  control  services 
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Salvador  Allende 


A  Crack  In 
The  Imperial 
Armor 


by  Gary  Thiher 

Salvador  Allende's  Popular  Unity 
government  in  Chile  is  an  elected 
Marxist  regime.  Allende  has  pro¬ 
mised  to  follow  the  parliamentary 
route  to  socialism.  Since  this  has 
never  been  done  anywhere  before, 
the  new  Chilean  government  is  per¬ 
haps  the  most  interesting  political  ex¬ 
periment  in  the  world  today. 

Allende  won  the  presidency  last 
September  on  the  basis  of  a  five  party 
coalition  consisting  of  his  own  Social¬ 
ist  Party  plus  the  Communists,  Radi¬ 
cals,  Social  Democrats  and  Popular 
Socialists.  Despite  popular  notions, 
the  Communist  Party  does  not  form 
the  left  wing  of  this  coalition.  That 
spot  is  occupied  by  Dr.  Allende's 
Socialists.  The  Chilean  Communists 
have  remained  firm  supporters  of  the 
Moscow  line,  which  for  several  years 
has  preached  peaceful  co-existence. 

The  presidential  race  was  close  all 
around,  and  the  Allende  Popular  Unity 
coalition  did  not  win  a  majority  vote. 


It  did  gain  the  largest  plurality  —  36.3 
percent  —  over  its  Christian  Democrat 
and  right  wing  opponents.  And  with 
the  support  of  the  Christian  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  the  largest  single  party  in 
Chile,  Allende  was  chosen  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  become  the  next  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  Such  a  move  conformed  entirely 
with  Chilean  law  and  precedent. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Marxist 
regime  of  Allende  is  the  legally  elected 
government. 

Allende  won  the  election  on  a  plat¬ 
form  which  pledged  to  move  Chile 
toward  socialism.  He  promised  to 
nationalize  foreign  business  interests, 
as  well  as  large  domestic  companies 
and  banks,  to  impose  economic  plan¬ 
ning  and  controls,  and  to  accelerate 
the  land  reform  program  already  be¬ 
gun  by  the  preceding  Christian  Demo¬ 
cratic  government.  That  the  Christian 
Democratic  platform  called  for  quite 
similar  measures  leaves  little  doubt 
that  the  majority  of  Chileans  support 
the  thrust  of  his  program.  Between 
them  the  Popular  Unity  and  Christian 
Democrats  received  well  over  half  the 


vote. 

Since  Allende's  coalition  does  not 
hold  a  majority  in  the  two  houses  of 
the  congress,  the  success  of  the  pro¬ 
grams  will  depend  on  the  reception  of 
considerable  Christian  Democratic  sup¬ 
port.  This  support  has  materialized 
at  least  for  the  issue  of  nationalization 
of  foreign  companies.  Allende  has 
proposed  a  constitutional  amendment 
to  allow  this  expropriation,  and  it  has 
already  passed  the  Senate.  It  is  now 
on  its  way  through  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies. 

On  other  issues,  however,  the  Pop¬ 
ular  Unity  government  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  command  sufficient  support 
from  opposition  parties.  Allende  had 
planned,  for  example,  to  institute  a 
system  of  neighborhood  courts  similar 
to  those  in  Cuba.  These  would  handle 
minor  offenses  and  disputes  on  a 
local  level.  This  plan  failed  for  lack  of 
support  from  outside  the  coalition  and 
has  been  at  least  temporarily  shelved. 

Land  reform,  the  other  major  part 
of  the  socialist  program,  was  begun 


under  the  preceding  Christian  Demo¬ 

cratic  regime  of  Eduardo  Frei.  Frei 
did,  in  fact,  expropriate  several  large 
estates  with  compensation  to  th  ’  own¬ 
ers.  Though  the  government  spent 
$100  million  on  the  purchase  of  land 
for  peasants,  it  did  not  approach  even 
its  own  goal  for  land  reform.  Frei 
promised  land  for  100,000  families 
but  settled  only  30,000  during  his 
regime. 

As  so  often  happens  in  politics,  the 
promise  whetted  the  desire,  and  the 
militancy  of  the  peasantry  skyrocketed 
during  the  Frei  government.  In  fact, 
the  burgeoning  movement  for  land 
seizure  among  the  peasants  has  made 
even  the  Allende  government  look  like 
a  moderate  alternative  to  this  grass 
roots  uprising. 

On  April  4,  the  Popular  Unity  gov¬ 
ernment  received  a  further  mandate 
for  its  program  from  the  Chilean  mu¬ 
nicipal  elections.  The  five  parties 
forming  the  coalition  rolled  up  49.73 
percent  of  the  vote  nationwide.  The 
four  parties  of  the  opposition  received 
48.05  percent. 

Normally,  these  local  elections  do 
not  carry  great  significance  in  Chile. 
But  since  Allende  received  only  a  plur¬ 
ality  in  the  presidential  vote,  he  put 
his  program  on  the  line  by  doing  wide¬ 
spread  campaigning  on  behalf  of  his 
coalition's  municipal  candidates.  Thus 
one  would  have  to  agree  with  Interior 
Minister  Jose  Toha's  assessment  of  the 
result  as  "majority  backing  for  the 
popular  program  of  change  which  we 
have  initiated." 

The  Christian  Democrats  remained 
the  single  largest  party  with  25.62  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote.  The  gain  in  vote, 
however,  went  to  Allende's  own  So¬ 
cialist  party  which  received  22.38  per¬ 
cent  of  the  ballots  —  half  again  as 
many  as  it  had  ever  received  before. 
This,  of  course,  can  only  be  attributed 
to  Allende's  own  popularity. 

With  this  sort  of  approval  at  the 
municipal  ballot,  Allende  can  push 
his  program  more  confidently.  If  he 
Cont.  on  12 
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Firemen  Doused 


At  City  Council 


by  Karen  Northcott 

Over  200  firemen  crowded  into 
Houston  City  Hall  Wednesday,  April 
7,  demanding  the  creation  of  a  wage 
bargaining  committee.  Representatives 
of  the  Houston  Professional  Firefight¬ 
ers  Association  pleaded  for  the  city 
government  to  bargain  with  the  union 
concerning  improved  pay,  benefits  and 
working  conditions. 

The,  HPFA  has  appeared  before  the 
council  three  times  before  and  been  re¬ 
fused.  Mayor  Welch  called  the  union's 
demands  unreasonable.  He  said  the 
city  has  always  been  willing  to  discuss 
fiscal  matters  with  representatives  of 
the  union.  He  also  added  that  fire¬ 
men's  wages  have  increased  76.46  per¬ 
cent  in  the  past  seven  years. 

Fire  Captain  Joe  Perino,  president 
of  the  HPFA,  said  the  mayor's  state¬ 
ment  was  untrue.  He  said  that  fire¬ 
men  work  56  hours  a  week,  including 
nights,  Sundays'  and  holidays  on 
straight  time.  "To  maintain  a  salary 
to  take  care  of  his  needs,  a  fireman 
has  to  moonlight,"  he  commented. 
He  added  that  the  city  has  never 
looked  down  upon  the  firemen's  prac¬ 
tice  of  moonlighting. 

Capt.  Perino  also  said  that  if  he 
had  an  appropriate  amount  of  time 


before  the  city  council  he  could 
prove  the  mayor's  statements  to  be 
false,  but  that  the  mayor  held  a  defi¬ 
nite  advantage  in  that  he  could  limit 
the  time  each  person  had  before  the 
council. 

City  Attorney,  William  A.  Olson 
says  collective  bargaining  with  public 
employes  as  demanded  by  the  HPFA 
is  illegal  under  Texas  law.  The  HPFA 
introduced  speakers  at  the  Wednesday 
council  meeting  who  spoke  of  trends 
in  the  nation  for  government  employes 
to  win  wage  bargaining  rights  with 
their  employers,  the  public. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  O'Donnell,  executive 
director  of  the  Howard  University 
trade  union  program  warned  against 
a  "head  in  the  sand  attitude  of  many 
employers."  He  said  that  this  may  be 
a  catalyst  leading  to  a  federal  public 
employe  bill. 

The  council  took  no  action  because 
Councilman  A.L.  (Curly)  Miller  said 
he  wanted  more  time  to  study  the  re¬ 
quests. 

Legislation  is  pending  in  the  Texas 
Legislature  calling  for  more  benefits 
and  pension  benefits  for  future  re¬ 
tirees,  according  to  Perino.  Perino 
added  that  these  benefits  will  pot 
come  from  additional  city  funds,  but 
from  already  existing  funds. 


So  you've  been  honoring  the  United  Farm  Workers'  national  boycott  against 
non-union  lettuce.  But  lately  you're  buying  the  leafy  green  stuff  like  crazy 
because  you  read  in  the  papers  that  the  boycott  is  off  for  30  days. 

Well,  stop.  The  boycott  really  isn't  off.  It's  just  shifted  priorities  for  a 
while. 

Cesar  Chavez  did  call  for  a  30-day  moratorium  on  the  boycott  recently,  in 
order  to  give  lettuce  growers  holding  contracts  with  the  International  Brother¬ 
hood  of  Teamsters  a  chance  to  switch  their  allegiance  to  the  United.Farm  Work¬ 
ers  Organizing  Committee  (UFWOC),  part  of  the  AFL— CIO. 

Chavez  and  AFL  CIO  President  George  Meany  announced  that  they  had 
reached  an  agreement  with  Frank  Fitzsimmons,  acting  Teamsters  president,  as 
to  which  union  should  rightfully  represent  farm  workers. 

Now,  Chavez  said,  "farm  workers  are  clearly  recognized  to  be  our  jurisdic¬ 
tion."  The  agreement,  taking  the  form  of  a  three-year  pact,  has  ended  an  eight- 
month  bitter  dispute  between  the  United  Farm  Workers  and  the  Teamsters.  So 
with  the  inter-union  conflict  resolved,  Chavez  announced  that  as  an  act  of 
good  faith,"  he  would  give  California  and  Arizona  lettuce  growers  with  Team¬ 
sters'  contracts  a  chance  to  switch. 


In  Houston,  this  means  basically  that  the  situation  is  still  the  same,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Texas  boycott  organizer  Bill  Chandler.  If  you  honor  the  boycott, 
don't  buy  non-union  lettuce. 

"The  moratorium  concerns  only  those  growers  who  had  invited  the  Team¬ 
sters  to  interfere  with  the  farm  workers'  struggle  for  their  own  union,"  he  said. 
"This  doesn't  mean  that  people  can  go  out  and  buy  lettuce  now  because  the 
growers  still  haven't  met  with  the  United  Farm  Workers.  The  attention  of  the 
boycott  is  now  shifted  to  those  lettuce  growers  who  are  not  involved  with  the 
Teamsters  and  who  have  not  settled  with  the  Farm  Workers'  union." 

The  boycott  committee  is  concentrating  on  1 1  growers,  selected  as  primary 
boycott  targets.  They  are:  Palo  Verde  Farms  (King  Pak,  Murph,  Pop-O);  Hi 
Life  Farms  (Nalbandian,  Your  Kind,  Hidden  Valley,  Hi  Life);  Abatti-Kirkorian 
(Abatti,  Niki,  Kirkorian);  Del  Mar  PackingCo.  (Del  Mar,  Conquest,  Conejo, 
Plumb  Green,  Pepper  Tree,  Mr.  Green,  Round  Head,  Crowned  Head);  Hogue 
Produce  Co.  (Foot  High,  On  Rush,  Blushing,  Buxom);  J.R.  Norton  Co.  (Dou¬ 
ble  0,  Norton,  Big  Juan,  Pace  Setter);  Royal  Packing  Co.  (King  Size,  Royal 
Ruler,  Compare  It,  Battle  Royal);  Mario  Saikon  (Mario,  Jeff,  Little  Jeff); 
Senini  Arizona  Inc.  (Iron  Duke);  Tri  Produce  (Tri,  West-Pak,  West  Gold)  and 


Let  Us  Boycott 


A  controversial  seniority  issue  has 
provoked  a  conflict  between  South¬ 
western  Bell  Telephone  Co.  and  its 
union  employes.  So  the  union  is 
picketing  and  the  company  is  taking 
the  case  to  court. 


Members  of  Communications  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  local  6222,  threw  up 
pickets  at  Southwestern  Bell's  new 
directory  assistance  center  at  Wes¬ 
leyan  and  Alabama,  Feb.  26,  after  the 


Phone  Workers 


company  announced  that  a  new  dual 
seniority  system  would  be  instituted 
there. 

The  new  system,  which  sets  a 
separate  seniority  list  for  full  and  part- 
time  employes,  constitutes  a  "direct 
thrust  at  the  heart  of  the  union,"  one 
CWA  local  6222  official  said. 

On  March  12,  members  of  the 
7,000-member  local  voted  overwhelm¬ 


ingly  to  ask  the  union's  international 
board  for  permission  to  strike  here 
and  in  23  cities  in  seven  surrounding 
counties.  Permission  was  granted  ten 
days  later. 

So  far,  however,  a  major  strike  has 
been  averted.  "We've  got  this  building 
(Wesleyan  and  Alabama)  tied  up," 
said  Joe  Gunn,  president  of  local 
6222.  "There's  no  need  to  take  every¬ 
one  out  on  strike." 

But  Gunn  and  others  have  said  that 
the  union  is  ready  and  willing  to  walk 
out  should  a  strike  be  necessary. 

The  24-hours  picketing  has  delayed 
the  opening  of  the  new  center,  which 
was  to  have  been  in  operation 
March  14. 


Southwestern  Bell  attempted  to 
gain  a  federal  injunction  to  prevent 
the  union  from  picketing  the  building, 
but  U.S.  District  Judge  Woodrow 
Seals  turned  down  the  request  March 
16,  upholding  the  legality  of  the 
union's  action. 

Company  spokesman  Kenneth  Bra- 
sel  said  that  Southwestern  Bell  plans 
to  appeal  Seals'  decision  in  the  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New 
Orleans.  Bell  still  insists  that  the 
picketing  is  illegal.  Gunn  said  that  if  a 
strike  were  to  occur,  it  would  not 
happen  until  after  the  Circuit  Court 
decision. 

The  central  issue  in  the  dispute, 
the  new  seniority  system,  is  complex, 
with  each  side  challenging  the  legality 
of  the  other. 
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Picket:  No  Strike  Yet 


JVI.E.  .Nichols,  vice  president  of 
local  6222,  said  the  new  system  cuts 
into  the  seniority  that  regular  em¬ 
ployes  have  built  up  over  the  years, 
through  experience  and  collective  bar¬ 
gaining. 

He  said  that  Bell  is  trying  to  open  a 
new  labor  market  by  hiring  house¬ 
wives  to  work  part-time  at  the  new 
center.  In  the  past,  part-time  em¬ 
ployes  worked  only  the  evening  shifts, 
between  10  p.m.  only,  he  said.  But 
now,  Bell  wants  to  hire  part-time 
workers  for  all  shifts,  including  the 
more  popular  day-time  hours.  This, 
the  union  says,  is  a  violation  of 
contract. 

Under  the  new  plan,  the  company 
could  hire  two  women  with  no  senior¬ 
ity  to  share  a  full  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
shift,  Nichols  said.  A  full-time  operat¬ 


or,  with  perhaps  25  years  of  exper¬ 
ience  with  the  company,  might  well 
want  that  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  shift  at  the 
relatively  pleasant  new  center.  But, 
said  Nichols,  she  wouldn't  even  have 
the  choice,  unless  she  could  afford  to 
work  part-time,  because  of  the  separ¬ 
ate  seniority  system. 

"It  isn't  fair  to  those  who  have 
worked  faithfully  for  years,"  said 
Juanita  Hruby,  a  CWA  local  6222 
member,  who  was  picketing  the 
Wesleyan  and  Alabama  building  last 
week.  (Mrs.  Hruby  has  worked  as  an 
operator  for  Southwestern  Bell  for 
20  years.)  "Seniority  is  about  the  only 
thing  we  have,"  she  said. 

The  new  seniority  system  was 
announced  in  late  January.  But  the 
union  maintains  that  the  company 
should  delay  setting  it  up  until  con¬ 


tract  negotiations  come  up  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

Southwestern  Bell  wants  to  settle 
the  dispute  now,  through  arbitration. 
"We  say  the  new  system  is  covered 
under  the  contract,  even  to  andt 
through  binding  arbitration,"  Brasel 
said.  "But  the  union  says  this  is  a  new 
ballgame."  Brasel  said  that  meaningful 
talks  are  impossible  as  long  as  the 
picketing  continues. 

Brasel  said  that  the  dual  seniority 
system  was  set  up  as  a  practical 
measure  to  alleviate  overtime  prob¬ 
lems,  as  well  as  to  provide  more  flex¬ 
ible  service  when  telephone  traffic 
gets  heavy. 

He  said  that  Southwestern  Bell 
wants  to  limit  overtime,  because 
"constant  overtime'  is  not  the  most 
economical  way"  to  run  a  business. 


Brasel  said  that  the  company  is 
"extremely  concerned  about  the  safe¬ 
ty  of  its  employes,"  and  the  security 
changes  were  only  contemplated,  not 
actual. 

The  whole  security  issue,  which 
was  crucial  in  the  union's  decision  to 
ask  its  international  for  permission  to 
strike,  has  calmed  down  now.  Appar¬ 
ently,  both  union  and  management 
are  now  satisfied  with  the  present 
security  arrangements. 

At  any  rate,  a  major  telephone 
strike  doesn't  appear  too  likely  in  the 
immediate  future.  If  a  strike  does 
occur,  however,  management  person¬ 
nel  promise  to  keep  the  lines  open.  So 
if  you  dial  the  long  distance  operator 
some  day  in  May,  and  a  harried  sound¬ 
ing  male  voice  answers,  you'll  know 
what  happened. 


AUSTIN  -  One  of  the  longest 
strikes  in  recent  Texas  labor  history 
has  ended. 

Striking  employes  at  Economy  Fur¬ 
niture  Co.  here  went  back  to  work  re¬ 
cently  after  a  federal  court  ruled  that 
the  company  was  guilty  of  unfair 
labor  practices.  Economy  Furniture 
was  ordered  to  recognize  the  Uphol¬ 
sterers  International  Union,  AFL-CIO, 
local  456  as  the  official  representative 
of  the  employes  and  to  begin  collec¬ 
tive  bargaining. 

The  local  had  been  on  strike  two 
and  a  half  years. 

Pickets  had  been  maintained  at  the 
plant  site  since  Nov.  27,  1968,  when 
the  local  won  a  representation  election 
and  Milton  Smith,  owner  of  Economy 
Furniture,  refused  to  recognize  the 
union. 

Smith  was  acting  in  violation  of  a 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  order. 
The  strikers,  predominantly  black  and 
brown,  worked  their  demands  through 
the  courts  and  through  an  organized 
boycott  of  Economy  Furniture  pro¬ 
ducts.  Smith  finally  surrendered  to 
the  workers'  demands  after  the  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  ruled,  in  a  unanimous 
opinion,  that  the  workers  were  enti¬ 
tled  to  "unconditional  reinstatement." 


Smith  has  agreed  to  rehire  all  the 
striking  employes  except  Lencho  Her¬ 
nandez  and  Pancho  Ramirez,  leaders 
of  the  strike.  He  said  he  would  not 
take  these  men  back  because  they 
received  felony  convictions  stemming 
from  activities  during  the  strike.  (For 
example,  one  striker  allegedly  threw  a 
brick  through  the  car  window  of  a 
strike  breaker.) 

Smith  has,  however,  employed 
scab  laborers  with  felony  convictions 
during  the  strike. 

Ricardo  DeAnda  of  Austin,  who  is 
working  with  the  strike,  told  Space 
City!  that  an  important  factor  in  the 
strikers' activities  is  that  they  are  prov¬ 
ing  to  the  black  and  Chicano  commu¬ 
nity  that  their  people  can  do  some¬ 
thing.  He  said  that  the  workers  have 
formed  a  "nucleus"  in  East  Austin, 
where  they  can  gather  to  discuss  com¬ 
munity  issues. 

DeAnda  said  that  this  "nucleus” 
has  formed  an  alliance  with  the  Com¬ 
munity  United  Front,  a  black  organi¬ 
zation  in  East  Austin.  The  strikers 
are  also  working  with  the  United  Farm 
Workers'  boycott  of  non-union  lettuce. 

The  strikers  plan  to  maintain  the 
boycott  of  Economy  Furniture  pro¬ 
ducts  until  bargaining  talks  are  com¬ 
pleted. 


After  28  Month  Strike 

Austin  Union  Wins 


J.A.  Wood  (Southern  Belle,  Whoa  Nellie,  Copperhead). 

The  boycott  committee  is  asking  shoppers  not  to  buy  any  of  these  brands 
of  lettuce,  commonly  found  at  your  neighborhood  Weingarten's,  Kroger's  and 
other  stores,  until  the  growers  agree  to  recognize  the  United  Farm  Workers  as 
the  union  to  represent  its  workers.  So  far,  none  of  these  growers  hold  con¬ 
tracts  with  any  union. 

Right  now,  the  Texas  boycott  committee  is  trying  to  find  suppliers  of  ■ 
United  Farm  Workers-grown  lettuce  to  offer  to  local  stores,  Chandler  said.  A 
union  supplier  was  recently  found  to  sell  lettuce  to  the  University  of  Houston. 
Chandler  said  that  about  a  month  ago  the  University  announced  that  it  would 
buy  nothing  but  Farm  Workers  lettuce  if  a  supplier  could  be  located.  "Now 
that  a  broker  has  been  found,  the  University  is  going  to  have  to  buy  lettuce 
from  him,  or  get  in  a  lot  of  trouble  with  the  students,"  Chandler  said. 

Chandler  also  said  that  Chavez  is  now  in  negotiations  with  one  of  the  big 
non-union  lettuce  growers,  Mel  Finnerman  Farms.  He  said  that  the  grower  con¬ 
tacted  the  United  Farm  Workers  national  headquarters  in  California  when  he 
discovered  that  the  boycott  wasn't  doing  him  any  good. 

"I  understand  that  the  negotiations  are  going  well,"  Chandler  said,  and 

Lettuce 


speculated  that  Finnerman  Farms  would  perhaps  sign  a  contract  with  the 
United  Farm  Workers. 

Several  other  growers,  however,  have  been  unwilling  to  give  union  recogni¬ 
tion  to  the  United  Farm  Workers  and  are  not  at  all  encouraged  by  the  Farm 
Workers-Teamsters  pact.  "They  can  see  no  reason  for  giving  up  existing 
contracts  to  UFWOC,"  said  Daryl  Arnold,  president  of  the  Free  Marketing 
Council  which  represents  growers  in  Salinas  Valley,  Calif. 

The  growers  object  to  the  Farm  Workers'  demands  for  a  $2.15  minimum 
hourly  wage,  job  security,  seniority  rights,  health  and  sanitary  facilities,  pesti¬ 
cide  protection  and  control,  and  workers'  ranch  committees  responsible  for 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  contract. 

Inter-Harvest,  the  largest  lettuce  grower  in  the  United  States,  plus  two 
other  growers  making  up  about  20  percent  of  the  industry,  have  signed  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  United  Farm  Workers,  as  a  result  of  the  strike  and  boycott. 

But  Bud  Antle  Inc.,  the  second  largest  grower,  is  still  holding  out.  Antle 
holds  a  contract  with  the  Teamsters  and  is  currently  one  of  the  main  targets 
of  United  Farm  Workers'  pressure. 

The  30-day  moratorium  on  the  boycott  of  some  growers  will  end  April  26. 
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BRAUTIGAN'S 

ABORTION 

Richard  Brautigan's  new  novel.  The 
Abortion,  is  somewhat  of  a  dis¬ 
appointment  compared  to  one  of  his 
earlier  novels.  In  Watermelon  Sugar. 

Where  In  Watermelon  Sugar  is  ad¬ 
venturous  and  imaginative.  The  Ab¬ 
ortion  is  predictable  and  shallow.  It 
still  has  the  fairytale-like  quality  of 
all  Brautigan's  novels.  This  made  it 
easy  for  me  to  read,  but  the  lack  of 
creativity  made  it  easier  for  me  to 
turn-off. 

A  library  in  California  is  the  setting 
for  "an  historical  romance  1966."  It 
is  an  extraordinary  library  because 
people  come  at  all  hours  to  have 
books  they  have  written  registered  by 
the  thirty-one  year  old  librarian. 

One  day  Vida,  a  woman  whose 
beauty  has  killed  men,  comes  to  the 
library  with  her  book.  She  has  a  del¬ 
icate  face  coupled  with  a  "fantastic¬ 
ally  full  and  developed  body."  She 
hates  it!  And  her  book  goes  on  to 
describe  the  hassles  she's  been  through 
with  sexist  men. 

Vida  finds  the  librarian  sensitive 
and  understanding  and  they  spend  the 
night  together.  She  begins  living  with 
him  and  things  are  very  nice.  One  day 
she  discovers  she's  pregnant  and  after 
much  deliberation  they  decide  she 
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should  get  an  abortion. 

This  is  when  Foster  enters  the 
scene.  The  librarian  goes  outside  for 
the  first  time  in  almost  three  years 
and  telephones  the  caves  where  Foster 
works.  The  caves  Were  designed  to 
store  ail  the  books  that  couldn't  be 
kept  in  the  library. 

Foster'  is  a  man  who  drinks  a  lot 
and  chases  after  Indian  women.  He 
has  had  experience  with  abortions 
and  arranges  for  them  to  go  to  Tijuana 
for  medical  help.  He  lends  them  the 
money  and  watches  the  library  while 
they  go  on  their  journey. 

After  they  return  they  discover 
that  a  little  old  woman  who  believes 
immoral  things  have  been  happening 
in  the  library  has  taken  over  and 
moved  their  things  out  on  the  street. 
They  move  to  Vida's  apartment  which 
is  around  the  corner  and  plan  their 
future  from  there. 

It  is  a  sweet  and  softly  humorous 
novel,  gentle  and  alive.  I  can't  help 
but  admire  Brautigan  for  his  sensitive¬ 
ness  and  awareness.  —  Michele  Toth 


MUSIC  NOTES 


This  should  prove  to  be  an  interest¬ 
ing  week  at  Of  Our  Own,  University 
&  Kirby.  Wednesday  night  KAUM 
will  present  Capitol  recording  artists 
Goose  Creek  Symphony,  whose  sec¬ 
ond  album  has  recently  been  released. 


The  best  part  is  that  you  will  be  able 
to  see  this  group  in  the  intimate  at¬ 
mosphere  of  Of  Our  Own  —  at  least’ 
it's  more  intimate  than  the  Coliseum. 
And  it  costs  $1 

Then  this  weekend  Texas  meets 
Stone  Axe.  Both  of  these  groups  have 
acquired  reputations  in  their  relatively 
small  number  of  appearances.  They'll 
be  sharing  the  bill  -  a  splendid  time  is 
guaranteed  for  all  (unless  you're  too 
uptight  to  get  loose!) 


La  Paz  has  a  new  reed  man,  Mike 
Morris.  The  change  seems  to  be  a  good 
one. 

*  *  * 

Ed  Wilson  manager  of  Austin's 
Armadillo  World  Headquarters  says 
that  a  benefit  for  Armadillo  is  in  the 
make.  The  show  could  possibly  be  in 
conjunction  with  Of  Our  Own  and 
would  introduce  a  number  of  Houston 
bands  to  the  Austin  audience  for  the 
first  time. 


Liberty  Hall  is  going  to  rock  bands 
any  week  now.  Liquor  will  still  be 
served  and  owner  Mike  Condray  is 
hoping  to  attract  the  older  more 
mellow  audience  he  feels  is  in  Hous¬ 
ton.  The  first  show  in  afterthe  moder¬ 
ately  successful  Earl  of  Ruston  will 
be  this  weekend  (actually  Thursday 
thru  Sunday)  and  will  feature  blues- 
man  Freddy  King  and  the  ever- 
popular  Shivas  Head  Band.  Houston 
really  needs  something  like  this  (es¬ 
pecially  with  the  Texas  Rose  Cafe 
closed  down  by  an  employee  strike). 
We  wish  Mike  and  company  success. 


South, who  played  here  for  years 
under  the  name  Fox  Blues  is  con¬ 
templating  a  move  to  Georgia  which 
looks  pretty  firm.  They  have  just  re¬ 
turned  from  a  successful  visit  there 


highlighted  by  a  free  park  gig  in  At¬ 
lanta  that  drew  over  10,000,  freaks  on 
a  Sunday  afternoon.  Plans  include  an 
album  to  be  produced  by  Duane  All- 
man  (of  Allman  Brothers  fame).  Fre¬ 
quent  gigs  in  Houston  may  still 
happen  even  if  the  move  comes  off 
cause  the  boys  still  remember  there's 
no  place  like  home. 


Shiva's  Head  Band  is  getting  ready 
for  a  new  album  release.  They're 
quitting  Capitol,  so  look  for  a  new 
label. 


Wichita,  after  a  nothing  year  with 
Soundville  is  now  defunct.  Looks  like 
Soundville  is  taking  over  where  I. A. 
left  off. 

Wolfgang  is  getting  it  back  together. 
The  new  lead  player  is  Jimi  Young¬ 
blood,  formerly  of  Wichita.  A  new 
name  for  the  group  may  be  in  the 
works  also. 


The  Children  say  they  are  making 
a  permanent  move  to  Los  Angeles 
May  1.  Catch  'em  before  they  leave  if 
you  can.  They  lost  organist  Louis 
Cabaza,  who  reportedly  split  to  try  it 
on  his  own.  He  was  replaced  by  bassist 
Curt  Linhoff  and  the  sound  is  much 
more  dynamic.  That  good  ol'  rock  & 
roll  just  keeps  on  rolling  along. 


IGOR  IS  DEAD 


Igor  Stravinsky,  the  Twentieth 
Century  giant  of  orchestral  music  died 
last  week  in  New  York  at  the  age  of 
88. 

The  composer  was  born  June  18, 


$  1882,  near  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  He 

|  had  been  suffering  from  a  heart  ail- 
f  ment  for  about  a  year. 

Stravinsky  may  not  always  have 
5  been  the  best-loved  of  modern  com- 
>  posers,  but  he  was  decidely  the  most 
I  influential.  In  fact,  out  of  that  very 
|  controversy  and  tension  his  music 
4  created  came  a  style  of  composition 
^  that  is  distinctly  modern,  distinctly 
Twentieth  Century. 

Stravinsky  made  his  musical  debut 
with  the  1910  performance  of  The 
Firebird  in  Paris,  which  he  wrote  as  a 
score  for  a  ballet  based  on  a  Russian 
legend. 

In  1913,  Stravinsky  wrote  The  Rite 
of  Spring.  This  powerful  and  disson¬ 
ant  composition  received  a  violently 
negative  reaction  from  its  first  aud¬ 
ience.  But  within  a  year,  critics  were 
proclaiming  The  Rite  as  a  radical  and 
welcome  departure  from  maudlin 
Nineteenth  Century  music.  Orchestral 
music  was  never  quite  the  same  after 
that. 

Stravinsky  later  picked  up  on  the 
12-tone  musical  system  of  Arnold 
Schoenberg.  The  system  is  atonal,  and 
to  lovers  of  Bach,  Beethoven  and  Neil 
Young,  sounds  strange,  unfathomable, 
disconnected.  Very  Twentieth  Cent¬ 
ury. 

Stravinsky  left  behind  him  a  great 
body  of  musical  compositions.  Two 
of  his  later  pieces,  Agon  and  The 
Flood,  were  first  performed  on  his 
seventy-fifth  and  eightieth  birthdays, 
respectively. 


RE:  MILBY 


Dear  Space  City!, 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Milby  Park 


situation  isn't  that  difficult  to  solve. 
It  seems  fairly  obvious  that  the  main 
reasons  for  allowing  concerts  out 
there  at  all  was  to  get  rid  of  the  freaks 
that  were  congregating  every  Sunday 
at  Hermann  Park.  They  couldn't  just 
tell  the  freaks  that  they  couldn't  go  to 
Hermann,  so  they  opened  Milby  to 
concerts,  hoping  the  freaks  would  go 
there  instead  (sorts  the  "lesser  of  two 
evils"  for  them). 

All  we  have  to  do  is  remind  the 
City  Council  of  the  reason  rock  con¬ 
certs  were  allowed  there  in  the  first 
place.  If  all  the  freaks  that  go  to  Milby 
will  join  their  brothers  and  sisters  at 
Hermann  and  everybody  brings  a  few 
friends,  we  can  just  about  fill  that 
park  with  freaks.  The  picknickers  will 
pressure  City  Hall  to  get  rid  of  ur,  and 
then  we'll  get  Milby  back,  complete 
with  live  music. 

One  other  thing,  the  "hill"  is  real 
nice  but  if  we’re  a  crowd  that's  trying 
to  be  a  nuisance,  the  place  to  be  is  the 
zoo.  If  you  want  to  see  examples  of 
repression  and  the  death  culture  at  it’s 
worst,  watch  some  of  those  animals 
behind  those  iron  bars. 

Mike 


BOO! 


AUSTIN  —  The  Texas  House  has 
sent  a  bill  to  the  Senate  this  month 
giving  county  governments  power  to 
ban  large  rock  festivals. 

The  bill  passed  without  debate  in 
the  House  by  a  vote  of  129-10.  It 
would  permit  county  commissioners 
to  prohibit  any  outdoor  music  festival 
with  a  projected  audience  of  at  least 
5,000,  if  they  felt  it  could  cause  dis¬ 
ruption.  They  could  also  ban  such 
events  if  promoters  could  not  fully 
guarantee  that  scheduled  performers 
would  show  up. 


Q:  I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  quest¬ 
ion.  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  phy¬ 
sical  and  psychological  changes  take 
place  in  a  person  who  has  brain 
damage?  I  have  always  wondered  if 
intelligence  isn't  reduced  in  people 
who  have  damaged  degrenerated 
brains. 

Sincerely, 

David  Fojtik 

A:  The  brain  can  be  damaged  in  a 
wide  variety  of  ways,  and  to  different 
extents.  Defects  can  be  genetically 
transmitted,  produced  by  hostile  in- 
utero  conditions,  created  by  physical 
trauma  (like  the  misuse  of  headclamps 
during  delivery)  and  caused  by  numer¬ 
ous  diseases.  Often,  one  kind  of  defect 
will  cause  or  contribute  to  another; 
for  example,  in  the  case  of  the  spastic 
child  who  becomes  depressed  or  even 
psychotic  in  reaction  to  a  lifetime  of 
exquisite  frustration.  Depending  on 
what  area  of  the  brain  is  damaged,  and 
the  cause  of  the  damage,  symptoms 
may  or  may  not  involve  the  impair¬ 
ment  of  intelligence;  but  it  could  be 
argued  that  any  defect  which  restricts 
the  life  experience  or  impairs  the 
functioning  of  the  whole  human  being 
is  reflected  in  his  intelligence. 

Since  this  is  Advice  to  Dopers,  I 
guess  I  should  put  in  a  word  about  the 
relationship  of  dope  to  brain  injury, 
etc.  etc.  I  did  some  of  that  last  month, 
as  well  as  several  times  in  the  past,  but 
here  it  is  again.  Grass  is  harmless  in 
(and  probably  out  of)  moderation. 
Alcohol  is  a  nerve  toxin,  very  bad  for 
your  brain  (also  liver,  heart,  stomach. 


etc.).  That  is  why  a  hangover  feels  the 
way  it  does.  Nicotine  is  very  poison¬ 
ous.  I  lack  any  real  evidence  that  it 
damages  the  brain  directly;  but  when 
you  die  from  lung  cancer,  the  brain 
goes  with  you.  Hallucinogens  in  their 
organic  states  are  about  as  rough  on 
the  brain  as  alcohol,  particularly  pey¬ 
ote  with  its  irreducible  content  of 
strychnine.  Synthetic  LSD  can  range 
from  harmless  to  dangerous,  depend¬ 
ing  on  its  purity  and  additives.  Most 
street  acid  is  pure  enough  to  be 
organically  harmless  in  moderate  use: 
this  does  not  mean  that  it  is  psy¬ 
chologically  harmless,  however,  that 
is  up  to  the  individual.  Amphetamines 
destroy  brain  tissue,  are  blamed  for  a 
syndrome  called  amphetamine  psy¬ 
chosis  and  probably  represent  the 
most  dangerous  drug,  particularly 
when  introduced  intravenously.  Her¬ 
oin  does  not  seem  to  injure  tissue.  In 
fact,  many  junkies  swear  that  heroin 
keeps  them  healthier  than  they  would 
be  otherwise.  If  true,  this  is  more  than 
offset  by  the  toll  taken  by  perpetual 
poverty,  poor  nutrition,  apathetic 
self  care  and  other  characteristic 
junkie  traits. 


Ever  smoke  from  a  chakra?  I 
promised  to  describe  one;  it  looks  like 
a  clay  thistle  tube,  with  a  bowl  and 
short  stem.  You  hold  it  between  rirst 
and  index  fingers,  making  a  steamboat 
from  your  fist.  They  are  used  all  over 
India,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
very  compact  while  still  capable  of 
holding  a  lot.  Brian  Grant 
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Allende 
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Com.  from  15 

should  run  into  insurmountable  con¬ 
gressional  opposition,  he  could  resort 
to  a  national  plebiscite  with  some 
degree  of  confidence. 

Regardless  of  the  electoral  mandate 
for  Allende's  socialist  program,  huge 
obstacles  remain.  The  conservative 
propertied  classes  will,  of  course,  op¬ 
pose  their  own  social  demise  to  the 
utmost.  They  have  already  complica¬ 
ted  Chile's  economic  situation  by  re¬ 
moving  liquid  capital  from  the  coun¬ 
try  and  causing  a  general  tightening  of 
the  business  scene.  One  cannot  expect 
businessmen  to  follow  a  very  expan¬ 
sive  course  when  the  government  has 
vowed  to  nationalize  the  largest  con¬ 
cerns. 

Some  businesses  have  closed  down 
in  the  face  of  the  tight  economic  pic¬ 
ture.  But  Allende  has  retaliated  by 
having  the  government  take  over  these 
companies  under  a  1945  law  which 
allows  the  government  to  step  in  when 
the  interests  of  the  employes  are  jeo¬ 
pardized  by  such  closing. 

There  are  also  far  right  wing  oppon¬ 
ents.  Some  of  these  are  in  the  armed 
forces,  though  Chile,  unlike  many 
Latin  American  countries,  does  not 
have  a  history  of  military  coups. 

But  the  Chilean  right  does  believe 
in  direct  action.  Assassins  made  two 
unsuccessful  attempts  on  Allende's 
life  following  the  election.  And  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armed 
Forces,  Gen.  Rene  Schneider,  was 
killed  by  assassin's  bullets  just  two 
weeks  before  Allende's  inauguration. 
Schneider  had  previously  announced 
that  the  military  would  abide  by  the 
constitutional  results  of  the  election. 

The  other  major  opponent  of  the 
Allende  program  is  Uncle  Sam.  Most 
of  the  foreign  investment  slated  for 
nationalization  comes  from  the  United 
States  —  on  the  order  of  a  $1  billion 
worth.  Most  of  this  consists  of  giant 
copper  mining  interests,  though  there 
is  considerable  investment  in  other 
areas.  Since  a  prime  foreign  policy 
concern  of  the  government  has  always 
been  the  protection  of  investments, 
Washington  will  not  be  one  of  the  big 
Allende  boosters.  Since  Chile  possesses 
the  largest  concentration  of  copper 
anywhere,  control  over  this  essential 
raw  material  assumes  even  greater  geo¬ 
political  weight. 

Latin  America  has  been  the  United 
States'  most  secure  neo-colonial  pre¬ 
serve.  Ever  since  the  Monroe  Doctrine, 
the  State  Department  and  the  Marines 
have  successfully  warded  off  imperial 
interlopers  and  gradually  pushed  out 
those  that  were  already  there. 

And  the  United  States  has  not  pre¬ 
viously  hesitated  to  use  force  to  main¬ 
tain  its  sway  south  of  the  border.  In 
the  last  decade  or  so,  one  need  only 
recall  the  CIA  army  that  overthrew 
the  Arbenz  regime  in  Guatemala,  the 
Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba,  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  the  Dominican  Republic 
or  the  Special  Forces  who  directed  the 
capture  and  murder  of  Che  Guevera  in 
Bolivia. 

But  the  Popular  Unity  government 
in  Chile  is  too  blatently  legitimate  to 
allow  Washington  much  room  to  man¬ 
euver  its  military  muscle.  The  United 
States  has  snubbed  Chile  by  cancelling 
a  courtesy  call  by  a  naval  vessel;  it  has 
publicly  disapproved  of  Chile's  re¬ 
sumption  of  relations  with  Cuba.  But 
sending  in  the  Marines  would  be  too 
gross  for  the  U.S.  image  -  especially 
in  light  of  a  growing  world  awareness 
of  and  opposition  to  America’s  reac¬ 
tionary  international  role. 

There  still  remains  the  possibility 
that  the  United  States  col  Id  work 
clandestinely  with  domestic  Chilean 
reactionaries.  But,  if  Allende  can  over¬ 
come  this  home-grown  opposition, 
Chile  will  emerge  as  yet  another  crack 
in  the  imperial  armor. 
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BEAN  BAG  LOUNGER 

Constructed  of 

finest  quality  fabrics  and  vinyls 
in  assorted  decorator  colors. 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCft 

$2995 


MONTROSE  DISTRIBUTOR 

I  731  Indiana  St. 

(near  Westheimer) 
528-1324 


FACTORY  OUTLET 


2303  Naomi  St. 

(Behind  the  Astrodome) 
747-4597 


N 

fig, 


St m 


i  /« 
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Now  Showing  Through  April  18  . .  . 

ADMISSION  $2.00 
STUDENTS  $1.75 


American 

Revolution 

no.2 


2905  SOUTH  MAIN  528  :881 


"SHOWING  WORKS  OF  HOUSTON  ARTISTS" 

2003  Grant  (behjnd  Texas  Art  Supply)  ’’0^5  Mon  -  Sat  524  0115 


- FREE  INFORMATION - 

LOW  COST.  SAFE,  LEGAL 

ABORTION 

IN  NEW  YORK 
SCHEDULED  IMMEDIATELY 

(212)  TR  7-8562 
MRS.  SAUL 

CERTIFIED  ABORTION  REFERRAL 
All  Inquiries  Confidential 


CHEAP  TRANSPORTATION 
to  principle  cities 

call  Auto  Driveaway  Co. 
227-5670 


All  Sizes 


water  beds  5  vr- 9oaron,ee 

$5095 


Buy  one  at  \  _ 

Regular  Price  1  c  SALE 


and  get  another  one  for  1 

Impulsive  Water 

20 1 7*4  S.  Shepherd  529-8471  acre 
829  Antoine  off  Kafy  Freeway 


Beds 


across  from  RaffJetNir's 
(RIVER  OAKS) 
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ROD 

McKUEN 


<7 \Coi\cert 


MUSIC  HALL:  APRIL  22— 8:»  p  m. 
$7  Lower  Floor— $5  Balcony 

Tickets  on  sale  at  Houston  Ticket 
Service,  817  Main  St.,  Room  519;  at 
the  Coliseum  box  office,  and  at  all 
Brook-Mays  Music  Stores.  By  mail 
from  Houston  Ticket  Service,  817  Mam 
St.,  Room  519,  Houston,  Texas  77002. 
—Telephone  228-0006. 


Fri.  &  Sat. 

7:30  pm  10:00  pm 
AH  Auditorium  2 
University  of  Houston 


UTHER^'A/o  I  ce, 

N?H  IH  SEf\)E5-  OF  5JX 

TEXAS  ALL  STAR  BLUES  REVIEW 

w 

HEAD6AND 

APRIL  15,16,17*16 

Thur*  Sur\.  ^  AT  _- 

}?» T-s»*  LIBERTY HMLdlrar 

TICKET  INFORMATION  °  I  6  I  O  CHEMEVERT  'Z'Z'b  GSL'bO 


FREDDY  FIFE 


Y 


iPM 


)  A.M 
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phone 

Inlet  Drug  Crisis .  526-7925 

Univ.  of  Thought . •  526-7743 

ACLU . 524-5925 

Space  City! .  526-6257 

Pacifica  Radio .  224-4000 

VD  Clinic .  222-4201 

Problem  Pregnancy .  523-5354 

Planned  Parenthood .  523-7419 

Voice  of  Hope .  228-9714 

Draft  Counseling .  526-0030 

Of  Our  Own .  526-6996 

KAUM  .  748-3980 

KL0L  .  222-8103 

Papel  Chicano .  928-2185 

Harriet  Tubman  Brigade .  526-6257 

Crisis  Hotline .  227-2977 

Food  Stamp  Office .  227-6371 

Lettuce  Boycott .  522-8142 

Mexican  American 

Educational  Council .  691-1393 

Operation  Breadbasket .  224-9057 

NOW  .  6234380 

Switchboard .  526-3666 

Liberty  Hall . 225-6250 

Food  Co-op . 522-9412 


films 


free  store 


The  Bazaar,  Houston's  first  free  store  and  exchange,  opened  its  doors  Satur¬ 
day,  March  14.  The  Bazaar  offers  free  clothing,  bread,  household  items  and 
some  furniture  to  those  who  need  it.  It  is  located  at  Kennedy  Brothers  Health 
Clinic,  302  Pierce,  and  primarily  has  been  patronized  by  members  of  the  Fourth 
Ward  community. 

Because  the  facilities  are  used  for  other  services  during  the  week,  the  store  is 
open  only  on  weekends,  4-6  p.m.  Saturday  and  3-6  p.m.  Sunday.  Switchboard 
sponsors  the  store  and  asks  that  people  limit  themselves  to  two  or  three  items 
per  person,  although  there  may  be  exceptions  depending  on  need. 

Another  facet  of  The  Bazaar  is  that  it  acts  as  a  trading  post.  If  you  have 
something  that  you  don't  need,  bring  it  over  and  trade  it  for  something  you  do 
need.  To  make  The  Bazaar  a  success,  there  needs  to  be  community  involvement. 
If  you  have  old  clothes  or  other  items  that  you  don't  need,  bring  them  by  The 
Bazaar.  (Or  call  Switchboard.  526-3666,  and  they  may  be  able  to  pick  them  up) 
Also,  if  you  have  a  few  free  hours  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  :ome  help  out  afthe 
store.  You  need  not  work  for  Switchboard  in  order  to  help.  If  you  have  any 
more  questions,  ideas  or  services,  please  call  Switchboard.  —Vicki  Gladson  , 


radio/tv 


UNIVERSITY  OF  HOUSTON 

April  14  -  Time  is  Running  Out,  recent  footage  of  Viet  Nam,  People's 
Peace  Treaty,  May  Days,  UC  Honors  Hall,  free 
April  19,  film  on  Winter  Soldier  Investigation  -  off  and  on  all  day  in 
Castellan  Room  at  University  Center 

S 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ST.  THOMAS  (Anderson  Hall,  Tuesdays,  8  p.m.) 
April  20,  h  nil  of  August  at  tlic  Ozone  Hotel 
April  27,  Shane 

RICE  (All  movies  are  shown  at  the  Media  Center  Auditorium  unless 
otherwise  noted) 

April  16,  Tit  lieu  t  Tollies  -  uncovers  another  world  in  Bridgewater  Insti¬ 
tute  for  the  Criminally  Insane. 

April  17,  High  school  film  festival 

April  23,  The  Moment  of  Truth  -  non-actors  act  out  the  life  of  mercen¬ 
ary  bullfighters. 

April  15  -  Time  is  Running  Out,  Of  Our  Own,  8  p.m.,  free 


KAUM-FM 

The  Devil  and  Mr.  "O",  Saturday  12  m. 

Sunday,  8  p.m.,  Chicanas  and  Chicanos,  Elma  Berrera  looks  at 
Houston  Mexican-American  scene 
8  p.m..  Black  Insight,  Tom  Wright  discusses  whether  or  not  blacks 
are  afforded  equal  justice  to  whites 

Channel  8,  KUHT 

Great  American  Dream  Machine  —  Wednesdays  at  7:30  p.m. 
Sesame  St.  -  daily  7 :45  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 

Pacifica,  KPFT-FM 

Life  on  Earth  -  conversational  news,  Monday— Friday  6  p.m. 
MOB  city  folk  music  -  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  2  p.m. 


ins  &  outs 

April  13  —  Houston  Peace  Action  Coalition  Meetings,  2405  San  Jacinto, 
Room  203,  7:30  p.m. 

April  17  -  Peace  Rally  sponsored  by  the  HPAC  speakers  include  Viet 
Nam  veterans  and  representatives  from  anti-war  and  community 
organizations,  2  p.m.  Hermann  Park 

RICE  PEOPLES  TEACH-IN 

April  13,  Rice  University,  Robert  Lipton  will  speak  on  Living  in  Atro¬ 
city,  3  p.m. 

April  13,  Rice  University,  May  Day  film.  Chemistry  Lecture  Hall, 

7  p.m. 

April  14  -  Faculty-student  panel  discussion  on  People's  Peace  Treaty 
April  14,  Chemistry  Lecture  Hall,  Vietnam  and  Beyond 

also  7  pm.,  official  defense  department  films,  Chem  Lecture 
Hall,  free 

art 

Peter  Max  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  til  April  24. 

Okra  Press  is  an  art  magazine  in  which  each  issue  focuses  on  a  different 
Houston  artist  or  art  form.  Drop  by.  they  need  you.  306  W.  Drew. 

music 

OF  OUR  OWN 

April  13,  Goose  Creek  Symphony,  Of  Our  Own,  Si. 00 

April  16-17,  Texas,  Stone  Axe,  Blackjack,  $1.50 

April  18,  Benefit  for  Houston  Peace  Action  Coalition  featuring  LaKaz, 
Lorein,  Mavis  Karp,  Deerfield,  Sun 

LIBERTY  HALL 

''Texas  All  Star  Blues  Review" 

April  15,  16,  17,  18  -  Freddie  King,  Shiva's  Headband 

April  22,  23,  24,  25  -  Mississippi  Fred  McDowell 

April  28,  29,  30,  May  1  -  John  Lee  Hooker 

May  6,  7,  8,  9  -  John  Hammond.  Mance  Lipscomb 

May  20,  21, 22,  23  -  Willie  Dixon  and  the  Chicago  Allstars 

April  22,  Rock  Four  —  Poco,  Leon  Russell,  Badfinger,  Lee  Michaels,  at 
the  Coliseum  ,  8:30  p.m.  $5  and  $7 

April  23  -  Saturnalia,  Kuba,  Big  Sweet,  Mississippi  Mud  at  Sharpstown 
High  School  (!),  8  p.m.  $2.00 

April  30  -  .>  eppenwolf,  no  other  info  available  at  this  time 
May  8  -  Johnny  Winter,  BB  King  at  Hofheinz  Pavillion 
COMING  IN  MAY:  ELTON  JOHN! 
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month  of 

APRIL  only 

■  Clerks 

ATra  cf  gp 


Old  mew  BO 
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10. 
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Time  is  running  out 


"We  have  been  fighting  for  a  thousand  years,"  the  Vietnamese  say.  "How 
can  we  quit  now  when  we  have  but  one  more  mile  to  go?" 

Yet  the  Vietnamese  may  never  see  the  end  of  their  long  journey  towards 
independence. 

With  the  South  Vietnamese  puppet  troops  soundly  defeated  in  the  Laotian 
invasion  and  'Vietnamization'  (changing  the  color  of  the  corpses)  no  more  than 
a  joke,  Nixon  and  Kissinger  are  seeing  their  carefully  constructed  gameplan 
checked  everywhere.  Nixon  can  avoid  a  checkmate  ("I  will  not  be  the  first 
American  President  to  lose  a  war.")  only  by  invading  the  North,  which  would 
almost  surely  lead  to  Chinese  intervention, or  by  exploding  nuclear  devices  along 
the  DMZ  and  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  trail,  creating  a  contaminated  zone  cutting  across 
the  country.  The  New  York  Times  has  reported  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
peasants  are  already  being  forcibly  evicted  from  this  area  as  Nixon  prepares  to 
make  a  vicious  last-ditch  attempt  to  win  the  war. 

The  agrarian  Vietnamese  have  paid  fearfully  for  their  successful  resistance  to 
U.S.  technological  might.  Vast  areas  of  their  land  are  now  sterile  desert  —  per¬ 
haps  never  again  able  to  support  a  peasant  population.  One  half  of  the  children 
being  born  in  Vietnam  are  deformed  or  destined  to  die  within  the  first  years  of 
their  lives. 

In  an  attempt  to  counter  the  success  of  the  National  Liberation  Front  in  the 
villages,  the  United  States  is  forcing  communal  villagers  out  of  their  traditional 
communities  and  off  the  land  they  and  their  ancestors  have  farmed  for  centuries, 
into  the  now  teeming,  poverty-stricken  cities.  There  the  agrarian  culture  is 
undermined  by  inflation  and  starvation.  Women  are  forced  into  prostitution 
and  families  torn  apart.  Just  as  in  the  United  States,  veterans  can  find  no  jobs. 

The  situation  in  the  cities  is  one  of  total  repression.  Police  have  attacked 
students  and  veterans  demonstrating  for  jobs.  Broad-based  groups  of  women 
have  formed  the  Committee  to  Defend  the  Right  to  Live,  and  Vietnamese  of  all 
political  persuasions  are  united  in  the  Popular  Front  for  the  Defense  of  Peace, 
demanding  immediate  withdrawal  of  U.S.  forces. 


America  —  we  are  the  ones  who  can  determine  which  it  will  be,  total  withdrawal 
(not  just  ground  troops)  or  an  escalation  which  will  destroy  the  land  and  people 
of  Vietnam.  By  taking  the  People's  Peace  Treaty  to  the  American  people  and  by 
demonstrating  and  celebrating  in  the  streets  of  Washington  and  Houston,  we  can 
stop  the  war  machine  through  acts  of  non-violent  civil  disobedience,  and  — 

finally  —  "make  the  peace."  ...  .  «  •  „  . 

-Vietnam  Action  Project 

Be  strong,  be  beautiful 

Demonstrations  are  planned  as  follows: 

APRIL  17:  a  rally  in  Hermann  Park  at  2  p.m.  —  sponsored  by  the  Houston 
Peace  Action  Coalition.  Speakers  include  Vietnam  vets  and  representatives 
from  local  anti  war  and  community  organizations. 

APRIL  19-23:  thousands  of  Vietnam  veterans  will  march  on  the  Capitol.  The 
veterans'  lobby  will  continue  throuch  the  third  week  of  April.  A  Texas-wide  Gl 
anti-war  march  will  converge  on  the  ,;tate  capitol  in  Austin  on  April  18. 

APRIL  24:  marches  and  rallies  in  Washington  and  San  Francisco  —  co-sponsored 
by  the  National  Peace  Action  Coalition  and  the  People's  Coalition  for  Peace  and 
Justice  (PCPJ).  In  addition  to  the  demand  for  immediate  withdrawal  from  Indo¬ 
china,  the  PCPJ  demands  amnesty  for  all  political  prisoners  in  the  United  States 
and  a  guaranteed  minimum  annual  income  of  $6,500  for  a  family  of  four. 

APRIL 25-30:  PCPJ-sponsored  people's  lobby  at  the  CIA  offices  in  Langley,  V a., 
at  the  Justice,  Commerce,  Labor,  Interior,  Treasury,  Agricultural  and  HEW 
department  offices  in  Washington,  and  at  Congress,  centering  on  the  People's 
Peace  Treaty  and  the  three  demands. 

MAY  1 :  gathering  of  the  May  Day  tribes  on  a  farm  outside  Washington. 

MAY  2:  rally  in  Washington  with  speakers  from  the  PCPJ.  Deadline  for  Nixon 
to  accept  the  treaty  before  we  take  to  the  streets. 


What  Nixon  can  never  realize  is  that  the  NLF  is  part  of  the  Vietnamese  popu¬ 
lation  —  that  this  is  a  People's  War  of  national  liberation,  and  that  wherever  the 
Vietnamese  people  are,  there  also  is  the  spirit  of  resistance. 

In  Saigon  there  is  a  major  demonstration  every  day,  and  the  resistance,  which 
grows  daily,  will  culminate  in  nation-wide  demonstrations  and  strikes  this  spring 
—  this  May.  The  time  is  ripe  for  a  coup  during  this  unprecedented  national  out¬ 
pouring  of  grief  and  anger,  for  the  Vietnamese  people  face  genocide. 


Mme.  Binh,  head  of  the  NLF  delegation  to  the  Paris  Peace  Talks,  has  called 
for  world  wide  expressions  of  support  this  May.  Demonstrations  are  already 
planned  in  Japan  and  Paris.  Mme.  Binh's  plea  holds  special  import  for  us  in 


MAY  3-4:  lobbying  continues  and  civil  disobedience  begins.  Each  region  or 
national  constituency  group  will  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  interfering 
with  the  functioning  of  traffic  arteries  or  government  buildings  during  the 
7-9:30  rush  hour.  We  strongly  disapprove  of  random  acts  of  violence  or 
trashing. 

MAY  5:  national  moratorium  on  business  as  usual  —  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
Kent  State,  Augusta  and  Jackson  State  killings. 

MAY  16:  Gl's  from  Ft.  Hood  and  civilians  will  march  in  Killeen  as  part  of  a 
national  anti  war  Armed  Forces  Day. 

Buses  for  April  24  will  leave  Houston  April  22.  A  May  Days  caravan  from 
the  Texas-Oklahoma-Arkansas-Louisiana  region  will  leave  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  on 
April  29.  Space  on  the  farm  will  be  available  for  us.  For  more  information,  call 
or  come  by  the  Peace  Center,  227-4700,  2405  San  Jacinto,  Room  203. 


